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Abstract

This study, entitled “Environmental Awareness in the Qur'an: A Magasid-Based Study of the V alues of Stewardship, Civilizational
Development, and Sustainability,” examines the concept of the environment in the Qur'an within the framework of Qur'anic objectives
(Magasid) and the Islamic civilizational worldview. 1t does so through an inductive analysis of Qur'anic cosmological verses and an
exploration of their theological, environmental, and developmental implications. The study is based on the premise that the Qur'an does
not approach the environment as a neutral natural setting rather, it presents it within an integrated purposive discourse aimed at
cultivating human awareness of the relationship between God, humanity, and the universe. This relationship is founde npon balance,
responsibility, and stewardship (istikhlaf). Accordingly, the research seeks to establish a Qur’anic conceptualization of the environment
and compare it with contemporary definitions employed in environmental sciences, law, geography, and sustainable development
studies. The findings reveal that the Qur'anic concept of the environment is grounded in several fundamental principles, most notably
comprehensiveness, balance (mizan), stewardship, the probibition of corruption and environmental degradation, and the ethical
regulation of humanity’s utilization of natural resources. The study further demonstrates that while the Qur'anic disconrse converges
with contemporary environmental perspectives in emphasiging ecological interconnectedness and sustainability, it distinguishes itself by
integrating teleological and ethical dimensions within a comprebensive monotheistic worldview. Methodologically, the research employs
botly analytical and quantitative approaches to examine key environmental terms in the Qur'an, including heaven, earth, rain, winds,
and monntains. The analysis bighlights their semantic density and their maqasid-oriented function in shaping belief, fostering
environmental awareness, and guiding human conduct toward nature. These elements are shown to serve purposes beyond mere
description, functioning instead as signs that affirm divine unity, remind bumanity of God’s blessings, encourage reflection, and regulate
human interaction with the natural world.From a civilizational perspective, the study argues that the Qur'an offers an integrated
environmental vision that views the environment as a sphere of stewardship and constructive development in accordance with universal
laws based on equilibrinm and the avoidance of corruption. 1t establishes a profound connection between natural phenomena and moral
values, thereby laying the foundation for a sustainable civilizational model. Moreover, the cosmological verses contribute to the
construction of faith by guiding human beings from empirical observation to spiritual certainty and by linking environmental phenomena
to the higher objectives of monotheism, resurrection, and acconntability. The study concludes that the Qur'anic environmental discourse
advances a multidimensional vision that transcends descriptive treatment and seeks to cultivate an ethical and civilizational
conscionsness. Within this framework, human beings are entrusted with environmental responsibility as a divine trust (amanab),
required to maintain a balance between the utilization and preservation of resources in accordance with the objectives of Islamic law,
which harmonize the development of the earth with devotion to God.

Keywords: Quranic Environmental Discourse; Magasid Al-Qur’'an; Environmental Ethics In Islam; Stewardship (Istikhlaf);
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