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Introduction 

A collaborative strategy created in 2002, sustainable development aims to ensure that poverty is reduced, 
the environment is safeguarded and most importantly prefers that people live in peace and have prosperity 
in daily lives. The public believed that sustainable development was a task best left to corporations or the 
government. The wheels of sustainability turn slowly, if at all, because of the utter absence of accountability 
on the part of the people in a community. Getting involved in the policy-making process is essential for 
public engagement (Emas, 2015, 2).  

As observed by the United National Development Plan (UNDP) (2020), as their shared emphasis 
complements one another in achieving the goals, which include environmental sustainability and 
socioeconomic development, the 17 SDGs are interconnected. It was further stated that countries who are 
UN members saw the chance to create wealth and improve world peace within a larger framework of liberty 
by supporting the Agenda 2030 for Sustainable Development (United Nations Department of Economic 
and Social Affairs [UNDESA], 2020; Vyas-Doorgapersad, 2022, 266). The agenda seeks to lead 
development in all member nations, with a worldwide commitment to end poverty and achieve sustainable 
development by 2030. The agenda creates a global vision for sustainable development for all, marking a 
turning point (European Foreign Institute [EFI], 2019; Vyas-Doorgapersad, 2022, 266-267). 

A comprehensive awareness of the accountability needed for the preservation of the environment's natural 
resources, their management, and responsible advancement depends on sustainable development. 
Considering laws, policies, and management standards, the enormity of the challenge facing the public 
sector worldwide presents difficult and complicated issues, as highlighted by Emas (2015, 2). 

During the United Nations (UN) conference on Sustainable Development (SD), also known as Rio+20, 
held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil in 2012, a political result paper outlining specific and workable steps to 
implement SD was established. To accomplish the post-2015 development agenda, the participating UN 
Member States decided to begin the process of creating the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), which 
are an extension of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) (Osborn, Cutter and Ullah, 2015, 3). 
Taking into consideration the various realities that nations face, their capacities for development, and their 
national policy priorities, the seventeen adopted SDGs were designed to be action-oriented, succinct, and 
simple to communicate. They were also limited in number, aspirational, global, and universally applicable 
to all countries (Osborn, et. al., 2015, 3). 

A United Nations Millennium Summit was held in September 2000 prior to the 2030 Sustainable 
Development Goals being adopted. As governments and leaders pledged to support a goal-oriented 
program known as the MDGs, this would grow into one of the biggest gatherings the world would ever 
witness. The MDGs were created with the intention of achieving gender equality, improving maternity and 
child health, preventing fatal diseases, expanding primary education, and halving extreme global poverty, 
among other development priorities, just like any other universal goals (Nhema and Zinyama, 2016, 61). 
The Millennium Declaration is still regarded as a daring UN initiative that went beyond earlier plans that 
had outlined nebulous and developmental goals and instead found a way for the wealthiest and poorest 
countries to cooperate to meet a set of measurable goals by 2015 (Nhema and Zinyama, 2016,61). 
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In contrast to the 1992 Rio Earth Summit, which resulted in four significant environmental agreements and 
Agenda 21, the global framework for sustainable development, the World Summit on Sustainable 
Development (WSSD) had no intention of developing to renegotiate Agenda 21 (La Vina, Hoff, & De 
Rose, 2003, 1). Instead, La Vina, Hoff, & De Rose (2003, 1) stressed that the WSSD was tasked with 
carrying out pre-existing pledges and obligations, including those outlined in the Millennium Development 
Goals and Rio. 

The SDGs, which are intended to build on the accomplishment of the MDGs while especially exploring a 
more sustainable path considering the global climate crisis, took over the MDGs' lifespan once they were 
outlived. The SDGs were presented to the world as a daring pledge to complete the work begun by the 
MDGs and to address the world's most pressing issues in a way that is environmentally sustainable (Nhema 
and Zinyama, 2016, 62). Additionally, Osborn et. al. (2015, 3) In order to provide a complete vision and 
framework that would be utilized for the future development of all nations, the SDGs were designed to go 
beyond the MDGs. An international agreement that would create a new set of global SDGs for 
implementing sustainable development after 2015 was the goal of the 2012 UN Conference on Sustainable 
Development (Rio+20). 

At the regional level, the development goals form part of continent-based initiatives. One such intervention 
is Agenda 2063 that “is a 50-year strategic framework with the main objective being to guide Africa’s 
development for the next half-century and to achieve the vision of The Africa We Want. Agenda 2063 is 
aimed at being Africa’s blueprint and master plan for transforming the continent into the global powerhouse 
of the future. It is the continent’s strategic framework that aims to deliver on its goal for inclusive and 
sustainable development and is a concrete manifestation of the pan-African drive for unity, self-
determination, freedom, progress and collective prosperity pursued under Pan-Africanism and African 
Renaissance” (African Governance Report, 2020,8). At the national level, South Africa has introduced a 
National Development Plan (NDP)-2030. It is important to note that “the National Development Plan 
aims to eliminate poverty and reduce inequality by 2030. South Africa can realise these goals by drawing on 
the energies of its people, growing an inclusive economy, building capabilities, enhancing the capacity of 
the state, and promoting leadership and partnerships throughout society” (National Planning Commission, 
2014:24). 

The article discusses the status of SDG 11 in South African context, aligning with the NDP goals, and 
offers policy recommendations for improvement. 

The article uses qualitative research approach to compile information. Denzin and Lincoln (2005 cited in 
Greÿling, 2014,18; and Nhlapo, 2020, 28) explain that discipline of qualitative research is multidisciplinary, 
transdisciplinary, and occasionally counter-disciplinary; it encompasses the social sciences, physical 
sciences, and humanities. 

It is thought to be appropriate to use qualitative research for data collection because SDG 11 transcends 
all disciplines. Document review was used to compile the data, and document analysis was used to evaluate 
it. Often referred to as documentary analysis, documentary review is a technique used in the field of social 
research technique that assist researchers to gather information and facts to validate study findings, 
particularly in the literature review section of theses and dissertations. Reading critically and reviewing a lot 
of written content are part of this activity (Creswell 2013,62). Project needs can be gathered through 
documentary analysis. It gathers accessible records of associated processes or systems and tries to extract 
pertinent information. Stakeholder requirements can also be gathered through focus groups, interviews, 
and surveys (cited in Nhlapo, 2020,38). 

SDG 11 in South African context 

According to United Nations Development Programme (2025) SDG11 aims to make cities and human 
settlements welcoming, secure, and resilient. Cities serve as the hub of society, bringing together a varied 
spectrum of people to live, work, and play through intricate arrangements.  
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It was also emphasised by the UNDP (2025) that “most of the urban growth is taking place in small cities 
and intermediate towns, exacerbating inequalities and urban poverty. Up to 3 billion people worldwide 
struggle to afford a place to live, and 1.12 billion live in slums or informal settlements without basic services. 
Creating safe, resilient and sustainable cities requires coordinated investments in affordable housing, 
climate-resilient infrastructure and inclusive governance”. 

Exploring the statistics globally, the UNDP (2025) reports that “by 2040, more than 2 billion urban 
residents could face an additional temperature rise of at least 0.5°C, and 36 per cent of the global urban 
population may endure annual mean temperatures of 29°C or higher. Flood risks are also escalating. In 
2025, 1 billion people live in areas prone to severe riverine flooding, half of them in cities”. Additionally, 
“inequality and the levels of urban energy consumption and pollution are some of the challenges. Cities 
occupy just 3 per cent of the Earth’s land, but account for 60-80 per cent of energy consumption and 75 
per cent of carbon emissions” (UNDP, 2025). 

The world dynamics and peoples’ priorities are shifting, resulting in migration towards urban areas for 
better money, lifestyle and growth perspectives, see Figure 1. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1: Share of the population living in urban areas 
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Source: United Nations Population Division, via World Bank (2025), in Our World in Data, 2025.  

The statistics in the context of South Africa is shown in Figure 2. 

Figure 2: Share of the population living in urban areas (South Africa) 

 

 

Source: United Nations Population Division, via World Bank (2025), in Our World in Data, 2025.  

 

In addition to migration, it is equally important to note that poverty plays an important role in people’s 
lives and when people from disadvantaged-driven financial background move to cities, they cause service 
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delivery challenges to municipal institutions. Not only are municipal offices bound to cater for people’s 
everyday needs related to service delivery options, but in turn people also cannot pay taxes and rates on 
time that cause further challenges and affect the operations of the municipal institutions. The extent of 
poverty in South Africa is shown in Figure 3. 

Figure 3: National poverty line in South Africa in 2024(in South African rand) 

 

Source: Statista, 2025. 

A person in South Africa was deemed poor as of 2024 if their monthly income was less than 1,109 South 
African rand, or about 60 US dollars. Additionally, according to South African national criteria, people who 
have about 796 South African rand (about 43 US dollars) each month available for food are below the 
poverty line (Statista Research Department, 2025). Refer to figure 4 for actual and projected poverty rates 
in the country. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4: Actual and projected poverty rates and real GDP per capita 
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Source: World Bank, Poverty and Economic Policy Global Departments. Emissions data sourced from 
CAIT and OECD, in World Bank, 2025. 

Additionally, people already living in cities can have challenges of not having employment and hence add 
to the service delivery challenges by not being able to pay municipal rates and taxes. The unemployment 
rate in South Africa is shown in Figure 5. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 5: South Africa unemployment rate-percent 
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Source: Trading Economics, 2025. 

 
Poverty and unemployment affect the investment in housing sector. Households cannot afford to buy or 
rent houses in safe and established areas that are expensive.  

Building inclusive, secure, resilient, and sustainable cities and human settlements is emphasized in Goal 11. 
Since more people are living in urban areas, it is logistically necessary to offer basic and sophisticated goods 
and services in a central business center to reduce the carbon footprint of the public. Access to modern, 
urbanized living, as well as transportation, electricity, water, and the internet, are essential (Bhodi, 2016, 7). 
This statement is supported by the fact that a strong economy and the well-being of society are based on 
the quality of life in cities and towns, which also helps to lessen the risks associated with global warming. 
Well-thought-out policy framework in new human settlements where the best practices were channeled by 
more variables and consideration (Bhodi, 2016, 25). It was also highlighted by Bhodi (2016, 9) that “though 
the housing problem in South Africa can be regarded as a crisis, it can be argued that it is more of a challenge 
than a crisis. Over the past 20 years, the progress of housing delivery by governments cannot be ignored or 
disregarded, as there has been a steady supply of housing. However, demand for housing is ever increasing 
at a pace which outweighs such housing supply. Over and above housing supply and demand, one of the 
biggest issues South Africa faces in regard to settlement development is that of sustainable resource use”. 

South Africa started the necessary transition to a sustainable growth path in accordance with global trends. 
The rainbow nation's transformation into an environmentally sustainable, resilient to climate change, low-
carbon, and equitable society is the goal of the National Development Plan: Vision 2030 (NDP) (National 
Planning Commission, 2011). Nevertheless, this might provide difficulties as the country remains firmly 
established on a road that is utterly unsustainable. The country is an energy-intensive country that is largely 
reliant on fossil resources, particularly coal (Ebrahim, 2018, 17). The country needs to find alternative 
solutions to replace carbon use with more sustainable and environmentally friendly options. 

 Thus, the inclusion of sustainability issues in South Africa's public policies points to a significant and 
unpleasant departure from traditional approaches, particularly in terms of policymaking and political 
agreements. A new assessment system was demanded, and institutional activities were shaken by the duty 
of sustainability in every area of administration. Indeed, the South African public policymaking process is 
absent from a sustainable development paradigm (Kabisch et al. 2019:9). 
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SDG 11 in South Africa: Challenges and Strategies 

Prior to 1994, South Africa's government failed to promote sustainable development, ignored sustainability 
issues, and had inconsistent, discriminatory environmental laws. Among the nations having a long history 
spanning a century is South Africa. The key components of sustainability are linked to the physical and 
ecological settings (Van-Schalkwyk, 2018,13; Vyas-Doorgapersad, 2023,46). It was also added by Van-
Schalkwyk (2018,73; Vyas-Doorgapersad, 2023,46) that there are many challenges in creating sustainable 
rural communities. Some of these challenges are unique to South Africa's rural communities, even though 
the majority are widely acknowledged. If development strategies and policies are not explicitly created to 
address these unique challenges, sustainable community development in rural South Africa would not be 
possible. 

The implementation of South Africa's own National Development Plan is obviously difficult, and it would 
be unexpected if the nation adhered to the universal aims while ignoring its own strategic and 
tactical objectives. 

According to Haywood, Funke, Audouin, Musvoto and Nahman (2018,7) by virtue of governance and 
implementation, government agencies are required to be vital to the nation's SDG implementation. 
However, the authors clarify that there has been a significant issue with the SDGs. It is further stated that 
There was uncertainty over which department would oversee implementing the SDGs in South Africa 
because the National Working Group, of which all line departments are a part, had not yet been formally 
created two years after the SDG framework was introduced (Haywood et al.,2018,7). 

According to Nel et al. (2020:5) when operational synchronization is lacking, a policy has a detrimental 
effect. To name a few, this includes factors like uneven area-based planning strategies, incompetence, 
inadequate monitoring and assessment, a lack of governmental and political support, and a lack of 
cooperation amongst the different stakeholders. The policy related to this article pertains to human 
settlement and must address institutional, environmental, and infrastructure issues in order to guarantee a 
steady availability of housing benefits.  

The political alignment is lacking. This assertion is supported by the Republic of South Africa's 1996 
Constitution, which established a parliamentary representative democratic republic system (RSA, 1996; 
Vyas-Doorgapersad, 2023,48). Since 1994, the African National Congress (ANC) has ruled the country, but 
some of its members have defected to start their own political parties because of internal issues. Internal 
controls may have become ineffective because of the splits this has produced inside the group. These 
divides have led to the formation of coalition governments in certain communities, but they have also 
resulted in confrontations. There are various interventional available for community participation related 
to SDGs/SDG 11, however, the politically fragmented approaches, disputes, disharmony in and between 
various political parties could affect these interventions and may have a negative consequence for the 
achievement of SDGs, particularly SDG 11 in this study (Vyas-Doorgapersad, 2023,48). 

As mentioned above, urbanization appears to be a global issue, and this is also the case in Africa. The 
African Continent faces the following issues in relation to SDG 11. In many African nations, demographic 
imbalances pertaining to access to basic infrastructure, such as roads, sanitation, water, and lights, as well 
as information and communication technologies, persist as a result of internal and international migration, 
which makes it more difficult to fulfill the African Union's (AU) commitment to leave no one behind (The 
Sustainable Development Goals Center for Africa and Sustainable Development Solutions Network, 2020; 
SDG Transformation Center, 2025). 

It appears that South Africa has the same urbanization dilemma as the rest of Africa. But despite South 
Africa's well-established implementation frameworks, the Voluntary National Review (VNR) states that to 
meet urban sustainability goals before the 2030 implementation deadline, greater focus must be placed on 
strategic interventions (National Planning Commission, 2019, 98). 
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The nation has adopted the first localization strategy of the 2030 Agenda, which is alignment with the 
continental and global frameworks (NDP/AU frameworks). Establishing platforms for networking and 
sharing through cooperation with various stakeholders, finding synergies, and encouraging alignment. 3. 
Advocacy by starting several public awareness initiatives and creating resources and manuals that might be 
utilized to better comprehend and implement the SDGs, a collaborative virtual cloud that serves as a venue 
for frequent communication (Voluntary National Review, 2019,9). 

According to Fourie (2018:765) because it calls for enhancing the means of implementation and ensuring 
coherence among the seventeen goals, the SDGs are a hard endeavor to achieve. From a global, continental, 
and national viewpoint, the implementation of SDGs depends critically on the coherence and alignment of 
current development priorities. But Fourie (2018) also emphasized that it is challenging to achieve 
coherence. Fourie (2018) made the case that South Africa might benefit from five guidelines based on an 
analysis of policy documents and peer-reviewed research on the Policy Coherence for Development 

movement. These guidelines include “(i) prioritizing political buy‐in, (ii) safeguarding country ownership of 
development priorities, (iii) using and improving existing institutional structures and processes, (iv) 

stimulating cooperation across government departments by using an issue‐based approach and (v) including 

a long‐term and transnational perspective when considering policy impacts”. 

It is difficult to accomplish SDG 11 in isolation from the other SDGs, according to several academics. This 
is due to SDG 11's global issues, which include a lack of basic and resilient infrastructure, inadequate 
infrastructure that hinders successful enterprises, and industrialization that has an impact on the 
environment through infrastructure (refer to Jaiyesimi, 2020). Nonetheless, the African Continent's diverse 
nations, each with its own unique viewpoints and characteristics, might be attributed to the difficulties in 
implementing the SDGs. However, sustaining peace, assessing development, accountability, and finances 
are the fundamental issues that plague the African Continent (Jaiyesimi, 2020,13).  

Results and Discussions 

"Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient, and sustainable" is the UN's definition of SDG 
11. More than 70% more people are now living in cities because of urbanization. The overcrowding and 
inadequacy of infrastructure and services for residents is the worldwide challenge of urbanization. These 
include roads, transportation, garbage collection, water and sanitation systems, and unplanned urban sprawl, 
all of which have a detrimental impact on the environment by causing pollution (United Nations, 2016,4). 
LaVina, Hoff and DeRose (2003,2) stated that the purpose of the Plan of Implementation, therefore, was 
to provide a set of goals, deadlines, and specific action plans that would enable sustainable development. 
As per the documents of the National Planning Commission (2011), in 2012, South Africa approved the 
National Development Plan (NDP): Vision 2030, which focuses on "Our future, make it work," as its 
development roadmap and compass. The South African government is planning out the process of 
collaboration and coordination to achieve the SDGs. Such arrangement is also required to be implemented 
at the local government level. Therefore, the facilitation and execution of SDG 11 in South Africa are 
supported by several policies, strategies, programmes, and initiatives. Particular attention has been paid to 
the importance of the locality, which includes social consequences on civil society, administrative placement 
at the local level of government, and policy decision-making and accountability. Every effort to implement 
new urban changes in the direction of urban sustainability by continuing at the local level (Kabisch et al, 
2019, 7). 

Additionally, there are various factors that need to be considered when planning housing facilities in any 
area. According to Statistics South Africa (Stats SA) (2019, 187) the goal of the Green Transport Strategy 
(2016–2021) is to encourage people to take public transportation rather than private vehicles. Additionally, 
it aimed to encourage the use of non-motorized forms of transportation. To ensure that bulk commodities 
are transported on railroads rather than vehicles, a plan has been put in place to switch from road freight 
to rail. enhancing the transportation infrastructure and offering dependable and fulfilling public 
transportation options. As stated in the documents of the Stats SA (2019, 187) SDG 11 will be achieved in 
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South Africa, particularly for the benefit of the most vulnerable members of society, including as women, 
children, people with disabilities, and the elderly. 

Additionally, it is said that the South African government struggles to create systems for appreciation and 
to encourage the formation of partnerships. However, it is necessary to highlight the NDP's congruence 
with the SDGs throughout the government and society (Haywood et al., 2018,7). For this reason, the South 
African National Framework for Sustainable Development (NFSD) was approved by the Cabinet in 2008. 
The Cabinet later approved this National Strategy for Sustainable Development and Action Plan, generally 
known as NSSD 1 on November 23, 2011 (2011 to 2014) (Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the 
Environment, 2025,1). From 2011 to 2014, the NSSD 1 will be put into effect. NSSD 2 (2015–2020) will 
be informed by the lessons learned and the assessment of success made in implementing NSSD 
1(Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment, 2025,1). To accomplish sustainable 
development in the nation, a responsibility matrix that illustrates the roles of various role-players in carrying 
out their assigned tasks is therefore recommended, see Figure 1. 

Figure 1: Responsibility Matrix 

 

 

Source: Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment, 2025,37. 

Throughout the nation, the Department of Human Settlements (DHS) (2018,16) is promoting and aiding 
in the development of integrated and sustainable human settlements. The 2015-2020 DST Strategic Plan is 
organized around the Department's activities throughout the five years to place DHS within the framework 
of the NDP. 

Four programs are used to implement DHS's strategic objective:  

 
• Administration Programme: encourages productive and successful administrative procedure.  
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• Human Settlements Policy, Strategy, and Planning: To form collaborations to help implement the sector's 
aims. 
• Programme Monitoring and Delivery Support Programme: Offer assistance in putting sustainable human 
settlements into action. 
• Support for Housing Development: Human Settlement Grants that are both successful and efficient 
(Department of Human Settlement. 2018,16). 

There is an excellent chance for South Africa to move quickly through the implementation of SDGs [in 
this case SDG 11]; however, this implementation cannot rely only on the National Development Plan's 
(NDP) alignment; rather, governments, corporations, and individuals who will venture down this new path 
of sustainability and improving the planet for everyone must pledge their commitment (Statistics South 
Africa, 2019, i). In addition, Mkhize (2017:23) adds that since the government is not the only entity 
responsible for implementing the SDGs, involving the private and non-state sectors in the planning, 
execution, and reporting will help advance the national implementation of the goals. 

South Africa's own plan, the National Democratic Party (NDP), provides a long-term outlook on how to 
address the nation's problems. Through 2030, the master plan outlines the intended outcome the nation 
hopes to attain. While frequently highlighted, the convergence of the SDGs and the NDP is mostly reflected 
in practice. Furthermore, the NDP directly addresses the SDG targets, according to a report from the 
Department of Planning Monitoring and Evaluation (DPME). Furthermore, by encouraging policy 
consistency and removing inefficiencies and duplications, the SDGs help expedite the NDP's vision for 
South Africa (Statistics South Africa, 2019,5). 

The NDP's Chapter 8 discusses the transformation of the national space economy and human settlement. 
The significance of location is explained in this chapter. It asserts that in a democracy like South Africa, the 
location of people's homes and places of employment should not be determined by the policies of 
Apartheid. People should be able to enter the economy without difficulty, and the government should 
provide ongoing services (refer to National Planning Commission, n.d.). Although it might take decades to 
completely reshape the colonial and apartheid landscape, South Africa should see noticeable and 
quantifiable progress by 2030 in regenerating rural areas and developing more lively, balanced, and 
functionally integrated metropolitan populations. For this to occur, the nation needs to: Clearly define and 
tenaciously pursue a national spatial development vision. Sharpen the tools needed to realize this goal. 
Develop the necessary capacities inside the state and among its inhabitants (National Planning Commission, 
n.d.,260). 

There are several similarities between Chapter Eight of the NDP and SDG 11 Eleven. In all nations across 
the world, the SD Goal aims to improve inclusive and sustainable urbanization and provide the capacity to 
integrate sustainable human settlements. The NDP, on the other hand, aims to create robust and effective 
spatial planning that will support the integration of all branches of government. People will be able to reside 
closer to their places of employment and more jobs will be created as a result (Casazza & Chulu, 2016, in 
Republic of South Africa (RSA)- Voluntary National Review (VNR) Report, 2019). 

The increasing urbanization demands the attention of all inter-linking departments of government, in terms 
of SDG 11, such as Health, Education, Transport, Information and Communication Technologies, etc. All 
governmental levels, the public and private sectors, and all stakeholders must work together to achieve the 
objectives set forth in the global SDG11.  

Even though ICTs are developing quickly and laws encouraging paperless offices have been implemented, 
many governments, corporations, and citizens still favor paper records, manuscript signatures, and 
traditional public services over their electronic peers. Conversely, certain states are referred to as ‘digital 
societies’ since practically all their public sector interactions are done online (Batty et al., 2012,482, cited in 
Zhang, 2017,25; Ncamphalala & Vyas-Doorgapersad, 2022, 321). Nevertheless, it can be stated that it is 
widely acknowledged that smart cities are characterized by increased use of ICTs. ICT aims to optimize the 
use of limited resources in various urban contexts. To increase the sustainability of a city's economy, society, 
and environment, ICT-based solutions are known to improve resource planning and efforts in urban 
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planning and development. To increase future opportunities, a city with a strong ICT infrastructure still 
needs to show its transformation to a smarter city (Zhang, 2017,25; Ncamphalala & Vyas-Doorgapersad, 
2022, 321). There may be contentious responses in the respective societies when governments introduce 
various ICT solutions. It is always vital to describe society according to its nature, social differences, and 
cultural characteristics. Additionally, religious and political traditions are important in this context since, in 
traditional communities whose history is formed by these characteristics, innovation and globalization are 
always accepted as the norm (Kramers et al., 2014,50, cited in Zhang, 2017,26; Ncamphalala & Vyas-
Doorgapersad, 2022, 321). 

Department of Environment and Tourism (DET) (2008,23) added that the rapidly expanding South African 
economy is likely to face a number of challenges, including: rising household consumption levels that persist 
in tandem with avoidable increases in resource use. The DET (2008,23) further added that therefore, it's 
critical that future studies on the achievement of this SDG concentrate mostly on real-world enhancements 
to housing delivery and living circumstances, as well as on putting beneficial public transportation initiatives 
into action for a greater number of individuals.  

Conclusion 

Since the purpose of sustainable development is to meet the existing needs and demands ensuring that the 
needs of the future generations is not compromised, the SDG 11 was critically examined in this study based 
on its advancement, difficulties, and effects. Results show that even while the nation is making good 
progress toward reaching SDG11 goals, several aspects still need to be considered. These include managing 
the high rate of migration to cities, poverty, the infrastructure needed to handle the surge of people in the 
cities, unemployment, and the accessibility of essential services for everyone. 

When limited resources are distributed among the limitless demands of society, some needs are reprioritized 
while others are left unmet, a situation known as the economic crisis. Water, electricity, and adequate 
infrastructure in rural areas are just a few of the municipal services that are still difficult to distribute to the 
public and relate to Goal 11. For formerly underprivileged groups in South Africa, technological 
advancements like 4IR (target to goal 9), which is necessary for SDG 11 as well, continue to be a difficulty.  

To achieve the 2030 vision, the South African government has put policies and strategies in place to 
guarantee that target 11 is implemented. These are enforced through projects, programmes, and initiatives. 
South Africa needs to cooperate with the commercial sector, stakeholders, other governmental role-players 
to ensure effective collaboration for efficient and effective outcomes and targets. Although there are 
obstacles and challenges to find solutions so they may not impede the process, there is a need to 
continuously strategize and collaborate to ensure the realization of SDG 11.  

The South African implementation of SDG 11 is highly important. Furthermore, the South African 
government uses the global development goals to monitor its progress in the country-context. The 
development goals assist countries to ensure the achievement of goals in their contexts.  

A country must take good care of its environment if it wants future generations to live with the same 
standard of living as current generations. This is what the SDGs aim to achieve. Additionally, by adopting 
a sustainable lifestyle, the current generation can stop any negative consequences from lingering in the 
future. This necessitates prompt and efficient utilization of resources. 

Legislative and institutional structures unique to each nation are essential to achieving the SDGs. To carry 
out the assigned activities in a coordinated and cooperative way, these frameworks serve as a guide for the 
pertinent government departments, businesses, and stakeholders. The mutual realization of SDGs—in this 
case, SDG 11—is the outcome 
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