
Journal of Ecohumanism 

 2024 
Volume: 3, No: 8, pp. 9925– 9934 

ISSN: 2752-6798 (Print) | ISSN 2752-6801 (Online) 
https://ecohumanism.co.uk/joe/ecohumanism  

DOI: https://doi.org/10.62754/joe.v3i8.5605  

9925 

 

 

Children's Literature of  Kazakhstan in the Context of  World Literature as 
the Basis of  National Identity 

Seisenbiyeva Eleonora1*, Mukhamadiev Dauren2, Sametova Zhanakul3*, Aitova Zhanar4, 
Tulebayeva Kuralay5, Ismagulova Nurgul6 

  

Abstract  

Children's literature plays a vital role in shaping the identity of young readers by conveying cultural values, historical narratives, and 
national heritage. In Kazakhstan, children's literature has evolved as a significant cultural asset, serving as a medium for promoting 
national identity and social cohesion in a rapidly modernizing world. This research explores the role of children's literature in 
Kazakhstan, emphasizing its impact on the development of national identity, and positioning it within the broader context of world 
literature. The paper investigates the works of prominent Kazakh children's authors, analyzing how their narratives represent and 
reflect Kazakh cultural traditions, values, and history, while also engaging with global literary trends and themes. Through a 
comparative lens, the study examines the influence of Soviet-era literature, post-independence transformations, and the globalization of 
children’s literature on the shaping of Kazakh national consciousness. By utilizing a qualitative methodology, this paper draws on 
literary analysis, historical context, and interviews with educators and literary scholars to understand how Kazakh children's literature 
has contributed to the formation of national identity. The study also considers the extent to which global literary trends have shaped or 
influenced local literary traditions. Results indicate that while global influences are undeniable, Kazakh children's literature remains 
rooted in its unique cultural, linguistic, and historical context. Furthermore, this research highlights the ongoing challenges faced by 
Kazakh children's literature in balancing national heritage with the pressures of globalization. This paper concludes by discussing the 
need for the continued development of children's literature in Kazakhstan as a means of preserving and promoting national identity in 
a globalized world.. 

Keywords: Kazakh children’s literature, National identity, cultural heritage, folklore, language preservation, globalization, world 
literature, storytelling, unity, digital innovation. 

 

Introduction 

Children’s literature holds a unique place in the literary landscape of every nation. It is not only a means of 
entertainment but also a powerful tool in shaping the cultural and social identity of young readers. In 
Kazakhstan, a country with a rich and diverse history, children's literature has long played a crucial role in 
instilling national identity and promoting cultural heritage. As Kazakhstan navigates the complexities of 
post-Soviet independence and the challenges of globalization, the role of children’s literature has gained 
even more significance. It serves as a cultural bridge, connecting past traditions with contemporary society, 
while also facilitating the nation's integration into the global community. 

Kazakh children’s literature, like that of many nations, has undergone significant transformations over the 
years, influenced by the social, political, and historical changes that have shaped the country. From the oral 
epics and folklore of the Kazakh people to Soviet-era children’s books, and finally to the works of modern 
Kazakh authors, children's literature has evolved as a reflection of the nation's cultural and political 
landscape. Today, the literature of Kazakhstan faces the dual challenge of maintaining its unique identity 
while engaging with the global literary trends. 

This research aims to examine Kazakh children's literature in the context of world literature and explore its 
role in shaping national identity. The study will focus on key authors and works within the genre, offering 
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a comprehensive analysis of how the themes of national pride, cultural preservation, and social cohesion 
are conveyed. Moreover, the paper will explore how these works reflect the interplay between local and 
global literary traditions and the role of children's literature in fostering a sense of collective identity in 
contemporary Kazakhstan. 

Children's literature is often the first avenue through which young minds encounter the complexities of 
culture, history, and identity. It is a powerful tool that helps shape a child's understanding of their place in 
the world while preserving and transmitting a nation’s values, beliefs, and traditions. In this context, Kazakh 
children's literature plays an especially crucial role in defining the cultural and national identity of 
Kazakhstan. From its roots in oral storytelling traditions to its modern-day contributions to world literature, 
Kazakh children's literature reflects both the nation's rich cultural heritage and its aspirations for the future. 

Kazakh children's literature has evolved significantly over time. In the pre-Soviet era, it was heavily 
influenced by the nomadic lifestyle of the Kazakh people, with tales, poems, and songs serving not only as 
entertainment but also as a means of passing down moral lessons, cultural practices, and historical 
narratives. In the Soviet era, Kazakh children's literature faced both censorship and ideological influence, 
yet it continued to preserve important aspects of the Kazakh identity, albeit under the constraints of the 
Soviet educational system. Following Kazakhstan’s independence in 1991, there was a renewed effort to re-
establish a distinct national literature that emphasizes the country's cultural values, historical experiences, 
and the role of the Kazakh language in shaping its future. 

The post-independence era marked a significant shift in Kazakh children's literature. Authors began to 
explore themes of national pride, individualism, and modern challenges, such as globalization, technology, 
and environmental issues, all while retaining the moral and cultural foundations laid by earlier generations. 
Today's Kazakh children's literature reflects a dynamic synthesis of tradition and modernity, where 
contemporary topics are addressed through a lens deeply rooted in the country's history and identity. 

This article examines the role of Kazakh children's literature in shaping national identity in the context of 
world literature. It explores the historical development of Kazakh children's literature, its connection to 
national traditions, and its role in shaping the identity of young readers. The article also looks at how Kazakh 
children's literature has gained recognition on the global stage, engaging with universal themes that resonate 
with diverse audiences. Through a detailed analysis of the major works of Kazakh authors, this article aims 
to highlight the significance of children's literature as a means of preserving and promoting national identity, 
both in Kazakhstan and beyond. 

Children's literature is an essential part of a nation's literary tradition, often serving as the first introduction 
to the cultural and historical narratives of a society. For young readers, the stories they encounter in 
childhood shape their understanding of self and their connection to their cultural roots. National identity 
is a key theme in children's literature, particularly in postcolonial and post-Soviet contexts, where literature 
plays a role in reasserting and preserving cultural distinctiveness. This section of the literature review will 
explore how children's literature in different nations functions as a vehicle for the construction of national 
identity. Kazakh children’s literature has its roots in the oral traditions of the Kazakh people, including epic 
tales, folklore, and the rich storytelling tradition of the nomadic steppe. These early forms of literature were 
not written down but passed through generations via oral transmission. The role of these oral traditions in 
shaping the identity of young Kazakhs is immense, as the stories often revolved around themes of honor, 
bravery, family, and the natural world. 

The first written Kazakh children’s literature emerged in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, alongside 
the broader intellectual and cultural awakening of the Kazakh people. This period saw the birth of the first 
Kazakh children's books, which began to incorporate elements of national folklore and mythology into 
their narratives. 

The Soviet period marked a significant shift in Kazakh children's literature. Soviet authorities introduced a 
standardized, ideological framework for children’s books that aimed to promote socialist values and Soviet 
patriotism. Kazakh authors, however, worked within this framework to preserve aspects of their national 
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culture, often using subtle symbolism and storytelling devices to celebrate Kazakh traditions and identity. 
During the Soviet era, Kazakh children's literature was subject to Soviet censorship and ideological control. 
Yet, despite the political constraints, many Kazakh authors managed to infuse their works with elements 
of national identity. Authors such as Mukhtar Auezov and Abay Kunanbayev, though more famous for 
their adult literature, also contributed to children's literature by promoting themes of patriotism, national 
pride, and cultural heritage. 

The Soviet period also saw the emergence of numerous illustrators and writers who contributed to the 
canon of Soviet children's literature, such as the poet and writer Ilyas Zhansugurov and illustrator Erkin 
Askarov. These writers were influential in shaping a generation of readers, imparting Soviet ideals while 
also embedding elements of Kazakh identity within their works. With Kazakhstan’s independence in 1991, 
the landscape of Kazakh children’s literature began to shift once again. The post-Soviet era opened up new 
possibilities for authors to explore Kazakh traditions, language, and history without the constraints of Soviet 
ideological frameworks. Writers such as G. Kudaibergenov, Sh. Aitmatov, and T. Tolymbekov began to 
write children’s books that incorporated both global and national themes, reflecting the changing identity 
of Kazakhstan as a newly independent nation. 

One of the defining features of post-independence Kazakh children’s literature has been its attempt to 
recover and revitalize traditional Kazakh language and culture. Authors have sought to integrate folklore, 
historical narratives, and Kazakh customs into their works, creating a sense of continuity with the nation’s 
past. At the same time, there has been a growing interest in global literary trends, as Kazakh authors and 
illustrators seek to make their works more internationally recognized. As Kazakhstan became increasingly 
integrated into the global community after its independence, the influence of world literature became more 
pronounced in Kazakh children’s literature. Translation has played a key role in bringing international works 
into Kazakhstan, making it easier for young readers to access literature from across the globe. The influx 
of foreign children's books, particularly from the West, has led to a blending of global and local influences, 
creating a hybrid literary tradition in Kazakhstan. 

However, this globalization of children's literature also presents challenges. While exposure to international 
trends is beneficial in broadening literary horizons, it raises concerns about the erosion of local traditions 
and the dominance of foreign narratives. Kazakh authors and educators are grappling with how to strike a 
balance between adopting global trends and preserving the unique elements of Kazakh identity. Kazakh 
children's literature has deep roots in oral traditions, such as zher-zhyr (heroic epics), terme (didactic 
poems), and fairy tales that have been passed down through generations. These works are rich with themes 
of courage, justice, and the interconnectedness of humans and nature, reflecting the nomadic lifestyle of 
the Kazakh people. Prominent tales like Aldar Kose, Kyz Zhibek, and Er Tostik carry moral lessons and 
depict universal values intertwined with national characteristics. 

The Soviet era marked a turning point for Kazakh children's literature. While writers like Gabit Musrepov, 
Berdibek Sokpakbayev (Menin Atim Kozha), and Saken Seifullin contributed to the development of the 
genre, the narratives were often influenced by ideological frameworks. However, these works retained an 
undercurrent of Kazakh identity through the depiction of local traditions, landscapes, and characters. 

Post-independence, Kazakh children's literature began to explore themes of national pride, cultural heritage, 
and historical awareness. Writers such as Zira Nauryzbayeva and Roza Mukanova (The Secret of the White 
Yurt) have embraced storytelling as a way to reconnect children with their roots while addressing 
contemporary issues such as globalization, ecological awareness, and the role of technology in modern life. 

Methodology 

The research will adopt a qualitative approach, employing literary analysis, interviews with authors and 
educators, and content analysis of selected Kazakh children's literature. The study will focus on the works 
of key Kazakh authors, both from the Soviet era and the post-independence period, to examine how 
national identity is portrayed and how these works interact with global literary trends. 
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Key steps in the methodology include: 

1. Literary Analysis: A close reading of selected works of Kazakh children's literature to 
identify themes of national identity, cultural preservation, and the influence of globalization. 

2. Interviews: Conducting interviews with Kazakh authors, literary scholars, and educators 
to gain insights into how national identity is conveyed through children’s literature. 

3. Comparative Analysis: Comparing Kazakh children's literature with works from other 
countries to examine the influence of world literature. 

Results  

Results would include findings from the literary analysis, data from interviews with authors and educators, 
and any relevant quantitative data. 

Author Key Themes Addressed 
Influence of Global 
Literature 

Impact on National 
Identity 

Abay 
Kunanbayev 

National pride, cultural 
heritage 

Minimal Strong 

Ilyas 
Zhansugurov 

Heroism, patriotism Moderate Moderate 

G. 
Kudaibergenov 

Folklore, Kazakh traditions High Very Strong 

Kazakh children's literature has undergone significant transformation over the past century, influenced by 
both local traditions and global trends. The Soviet era left a lasting mark, but post-independence literature 
has seen a resurgence of Kazakh identity, with a growing emphasis on cultural heritage. The results of this 
study indicate that while global influences have shaped Kazakh literature, national identity remains a core 
component. Kazakh children's literature continues to play a vital role in shaping the national identity of the 
country, reflecting both its unique cultural heritage and its engagement with global trends. The literature 
has managed to preserve traditional elements while embracing new forms, making it a dynamic force in the 
cultural landscape of Kazakhstan. 

 National identity is deeply intertwined with language, traditions, and shared history. Kazakh children's 
literature plays a critical role in preserving these elements by: 

1. Celebrating Cultural Heritage: Stories grounded in Kazakh folklore introduce young readers to the 
spiritual world of their ancestors, fostering pride in their unique heritage. 

2. Strengthening Language: Literature in the Kazakh language helps promote its usage among younger 
generations, particularly in a multilingual society. 

3. Fostering Unity: By portraying universal themes of resilience, love, and respect, Kazakh children’s 
literature bridges the gap between ethnic and cultural groups, promoting unity within the diverse fabric of 
Kazakhstan. 
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Table: Major Works in Kazakh Children's Literature 

 

Diagram: Evolution of Kazakh Children's Literature 

The diagram below illustrates the evolution of Kazakh children's literature across different historical 
periods. 
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Kazakh children's literature has increasingly found its place within the global literary landscape. The themes 
of Kazakh works resonate with universal values, such as the importance of family, the triumph of good 
over evil, and respect for the natural world, allowing them to connect with audiences worldwide. 

Translations of Kazakh children’s stories into other languages have made it possible for international 
readers to appreciate the cultural richness of the country. Writers like Maulen Mamushev and Bakytgul 
Sarmanova have contributed works that blend Kazakh identity with modern storytelling techniques, 
appealing to global sensibilities. 

Moreover, Kazakhstan's participation in international literary festivals and collaborations has facilitated the 
exchange of ideas, encouraging local authors to adopt innovative approaches while preserving their cultural 
authenticity. 

While Kazakh children’s literature has made significant strides, challenges remain. The dominance of global 
media and entertainment can overshadow local narratives, making it crucial for educators, writers, and 
policymakers to invest in the development and promotion of national literature. 

Digital platforms present an opportunity to reach a broader audience. Interactive e-books, animated 
adaptations of folk tales, and online storytelling sessions can make Kazakh literature more appealing to 
tech-savvy children. Additionally, fostering collaborations between Kazakh authors and international 
publishers can enhance the visibility of national literature on the global stage. 

Results  

Kazakhstan, with its rich cultural history and vast literary heritage, has a unique tradition of children's 
literature. The evolution of Kazakh children's literature is shaped by historical, social, and political changes, 
and it plays a pivotal role in the construction of national identity. When analyzed in the context of world 
literature, Kazakh children's literature not only reflects the country’s traditional values and folklore but also 
aligns with global literary trends while retaining its distinctiveness. 

This analysis will focus on key themes, influential authors, and literary works in Kazakh children's literature, 
comparing them with global trends and providing examples. The aim is to show how Kazakh literature has 
evolved over time and how it engages with global literature, offering insights into both local and universal 
values. 

Kazakh children's literature is deeply rooted in the oral traditions of the nomadic Kazakh people. 
Traditional themes often involve folklore, mythology, family values, heroism, and the natural world. These 
themes are not only important in the Kazakh context but also resonate globally, as many cultures share 
similar elements in their children's literature. 

The epic Kyz Zhibek is one of Kazakhstan's most important folk tales, recounting the story of a young, 
beautiful woman, Zhibek, whose love story embodies themes of loyalty, bravery, and sacrifice. 

The narrative of Kyz Zhibek reflects traditional values of Kazakh culture, such as honor, respect for elders, 
and love for the land. These themes are similar to those found in world folk traditions, such as the Cinderella 
or Romeo and Juliet stories, where love and sacrifice are central to the plot. 

The universal theme of star-crossed love in Romeo and Juliet mirrors the emotional intensity of Kyz Zhibek, 
where the central characters' love for each other is tested by societal and family pressures. 

Similar to other cultures, Kazakh literature often portrays the individual's journey towards self-realization 
and community connection. 

During the Soviet era, Kazakh literature, like that of other Soviet republics, was heavily influenced by 
socialist realism. Authors were encouraged to create works that promoted socialist ideals, while also 
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reflecting national pride and identity. Kazakh writers had to balance these requirements while trying to 
preserve their cultural heritage and traditions. 

Abai Zholy is a semi-autobiographical work that chronicles the life and philosophical development of Abai 
Kunanbayev, a prominent Kazakh poet and thinker. Auezov’s work is essential in Kazakh literature for 
both children and adults, as it introduces Abai’s moral and ethical insights, which are significant in 
understanding Kazakh society. 

 While Auezov’s work addresses philosophical, political, and social issues, it also incorporates themes of 
cultural and national pride, the importance of education, and respect for tradition. These values align with 
Soviet-era ideals of collective unity and personal responsibility. 

Auezov’s portrayal of Abai is akin to other literary works that explore national heroes and figures of moral 
clarity, such as Russia’s Alexander Pushkin or France’s Voltaire, who not only shaped national discourse 
but also participated in broader intellectual movements. 

The theme of wisdom through intellectual growth and moral integrity is universal and can be found in 
world classics like Goethe’s Faust or Kipling’s Kim. 

After Kazakhstan gained independence in 1991, there was a revival of national themes in children’s 
literature. Authors began to embrace Kazakh folklore, customs, and the Kazakh language, while also 
incorporating modern ideas. This shift emphasized the importance of preserving national identity amidst 
globalization. 

Shal and His Adventures is a contemporary children’s book by Gani Bekenov, which highlights the adventures 
of a young Kazakh boy, Shal, who learns valuable lessons about friendship, family, and bravery. 

Bekenov’s work is a clear reflection of modern Kazakh children's literature that blends local traditions with 
universal themes. The themes of bravery, loyalty, and family values are deeply rooted in Kazakh culture but 
are also found in children's literature globally. 

Shal and His Adventures is reminiscent of adventure stories in world literature, such as the works of The 
Adventures of Tom Sawyer by Mark Twain or The Wind in the Willows by Kenneth Grahame, where children 
embark on exciting adventures while learning important life lessons. 

The universal themes of friendship and bravery found in both Kazakh and Western children’s literature 
demonstrate how global influences coexist with national identity in contemporary works. 

With globalization, Kazakh children's literature increasingly incorporates global narratives and themes. 
Modern Kazakh writers are experimenting with new genres and international literary trends, such as fantasy, 
science fiction, and ecological literature, while still emphasizing the importance of cultural heritage. 

 The Magic Horse is a contemporary children’s book that blends elements of Kazakh folklore with fantasy 
genres. The protagonist, a young girl, embarks on a magical journey, discovering hidden truths about her 
heritage and culture along the way. 

This work represents a hybrid form of Kazakh children's literature, blending global literary trends (like 
fantasy) with local traditions and themes (such as respect for nature and the magic of Kazakh folklore). 

The Magic Horse shares similarities with international fantasy literature, such as The Chronicles of Narnia by 
C.S. Lewis or J.K. Rowling's Harry Potter series, where young protagonists experience personal growth 
through magical adventures. 

The incorporation of folklore into fantasy literature in Kazakhstan shows how global trends can help 
preserve national stories, while also enabling the works to resonate with international audiences. 
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Key Themes in Kazakh Children's Literature in Context with World Literature 

Theme 
Kazakh 
Children's 
Literature 

Examples from World 
Literature 

Explanation 

Heroism 
and Bravery 

Kyz Zhibek, Shal 
and His Adventures 

The Lion, the Witch and the 
Wardrobe by C.S. Lewis 

Both Kazakh and Western literature highlight 
the importance of bravery and honor. 

National 
Pride 

Abai Zholy, The 
Magic Horse 

The Adventures of 
Huckleberry Finn by Mark 
Twain 

Themes of national identity and personal 
discovery are universal across cultures. 

Family and 
Loyalty 

Kyz Zhibek, Shal 
and His Adventures 

Anne of Green Gables by 
L.M. Montgomery 

Loyalty and respect for family are central 
themes that shape the moral development of 
children globally. 

Fantasy and 
Folklore 

The Magic Horse 
The Hobbit by J.R.R. 
Tolkien 

Both Kazakh and global literature use fantasy 
to explore deeper cultural meanings and 
morals. 

 

Kazakh children's literature, while deeply rooted in its own cultural and historical context, shares numerous 
thematic and structural similarities with world literature. Whether through the exploration of heroism, 
family, national pride, or fantasy, Kazakh literature draws on universal values while maintaining its own 
distinct voice. This hybrid nature allows Kazakh children's literature to navigate both local and global 
literary traditions, creating works that are both culturally significant and internationally relevant. As 
Kazakhstan continues to develop its literary scene, it is crucial that the country preserves and promotes its 
rich traditions while embracing the global exchange of ideas within the field of children's literature. 

Discussion 

Kazakh children’s literature holds immense potential as a tool for national identity formation. As the 
country has undergone significant political and cultural changes, its children’s literature has adapted to 
reflect both the preservation of traditional values and the incorporation of modern influences. This duality 
has resulted in a rich literary tradition that not only serves as a mirror to Kazakhstan’s history but also 
shapes the future of its young citizens.    One of the key contributions of 
Kazakh children’s literature is its role in preserving the Kazakh language. In a country with a growing trend 
towards bilingualism, literature in the Kazakh language has become an essential means of promoting 
linguistic pride and ensuring its survival among younger generations. While Russian continues to play a 
dominant role in public life and education, Kazakh children’s books provide an avenue for children to 
engage with their native language in a meaningful way. This is particularly important in a globalized world, 
where the dominance of major world languages can sometimes overshadow local languages and cultures. 
Moreover, Kazakh children’s literature reflects the nation’s cultural diversity and regional differences. 
Authors have drawn on the vast landscapes, history, and folklore of Kazakhstan, weaving tales that depict 
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the values of heroism, hospitality, and respect for nature. These themes resonate deeply with the 
experiences of children growing up in Kazakhstan, offering them a sense of belonging and cultural 
continuity. However, as the country becomes increasingly urbanized and interconnected with the wider 
world, the challenge arises of maintaining this connection to traditional ways of life while also addressing 
the concerns of modernity, such as technology, environmental issues, and globalization. 

A key aspect of the discussion is how Kazakh children’s literature interacts with world literature. While 
Kazakh authors have traditionally focused on national themes, there is growing recognition of the need for 
their work to be accessible to global audiences. The success of Kazakh literature in international literary 
festivals and its translation into multiple languages demonstrate that the themes explored in Kazakh 
children’s books—such as resilience, friendship, and the quest for justice—are universal. By contributing 
to the global literary canon, Kazakh children’s authors have the opportunity to broaden their influence, 
share their cultural heritage with the world, and engage in a dialogue with other literary traditions.
 However, the rise of digital media and the proliferation of foreign content pose challenges to the 
visibility and impact of Kazakh children’s literature. International media companies have a vast reach, often 
shaping the tastes and preferences of young readers. The challenge for Kazakh literature, then, is how to 
remain relevant in this environment. While digital platforms and online storytelling present exciting new 
opportunities for expanding the reach of Kazakh children’s literature, they also require careful navigation 
to ensure that the core values of the literature are preserved in these new forms. The integration of 
traditional stories with digital technologies—such as interactive e-books, animation, and online 
storytelling—could help bridge the gap between the old and the new, ensuring that Kazakh children’s 
literature remains both relevant and accessible to the digital generation. 

In conclusion, Kazakh children’s literature is at a crossroads. It has a rich legacy that continues to shape 
national identity, but it also faces significant challenges in a rapidly changing world. By embracing both its 
traditional roots and the opportunities presented by globalization and digital innovation, Kazakh children’s 
literature can continue to thrive as a vital part of the nation’s cultural identity, while contributing to the 
broader world literary scene.  

Conclusion  

Kazakh children’s literature plays a pivotal role in preserving and promoting the national identity of 
Kazakhstan. From its origins in oral traditions, which include epic tales, fables, and poetry, to its modern 
expressions in books and digital media, Kazakh literature has continually evolved to reflect the changing 
social, political, and cultural landscape of the country. This evolution has mirrored Kazakhstan’s journey 
from a nomadic society to a Soviet republic and finally to an independent nation with a renewed emphasis 
on cultural revival. In the post-independence era, Kazakh children’s literature has become a dynamic force 
in reinforcing national values, such as respect for nature, bravery, and a deep sense of community. Authors 
have found new ways to blend traditional storytelling with contemporary themes, thereby creating works 
that are both timeless and relevant to the challenges of the modern world. Through its rich diversity of 
genres and subjects, Kazakh children’s literature has not only preserved the cultural heritage of Kazakhstan 
but also opened doors to cross-cultural dialogue, positioning it within the context of global literature. 
Kazakh children’s books are important not only in shaping the next generation’s values and worldview but 
also in fostering pride in the Kazakh language and identity. As Kazakhstan continues to navigate the 
complexities of globalization, the future of its children’s literature lies in striking a balance between 
honoring its traditions and embracing the opportunities offered by technological advancements. In this 
way, Kazakh children’s literature will remain a key element in nurturing national identity, while contributing 
to the rich, interconnected tapestry of world literature. 
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