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Abstract  

Government measures have prominent impacts on the population's health and the disease epidemiology in the territory. This review, 
therefore, examines policy measures and their efficiency in tackling diseases and the consequent positive health impacts. This paper 
concentrates on the outcomes of tobacco control and accomplishments of NSPs and vaccination and community-based programs; it 
measures these accomplishments and proposes future research. The present review builds on such an approach by compiling evidence from 
the case studies and public health data that stress the significance of evidence-based policymaking, the application of health policies for 
everyone, and the continuous involvement of the public. 

Keywords: Public Health, Disease Prevention, Health Outcomes, Policy Evaluation, Community Health. 

 

Introduction 

Community health and disease prevention rely on effective policies that form the structure of the public 
health sector. In the past, policy changes, including sanitation, compulsory immunization, and smoking 
restriction, have reduced morbidity and mortality patterns. This paper analyzes the issues related to disease 
prevention concerning public health policies and how they are implemented (Mohammad et al., 2024a; 
Mohammad et al., 2023a; Mohammad et al, 2024b). Several initiatives captured sufficiently include tobacco 
control policies, vaccination campaigns, and chronic illness management programs that show useful 
comparative assessment while addressing limitations and disparities. The paper's aim is twofold: to point at 
these interventions' effectiveness and suggest ideas to optimize policy making and the policies' execution. 

Literature Review 

Frameworks in Public Health Policy 

The WHO's Health Systems Framework is built around six key pillars: service delivery, human resources 
for health, information, logistics/essential medicines, money/miscellaneous resources, and governance. All 
these combined guarantees that health systems are strong and can adapt to changing conditions. For 
instance, the measures that seek to enhance the vaccination rate entail an effective delivery system and 
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financing models. Likewise, education and training of the health manpower are central to implementing 
health-promoting interventions in the community. 

The CDC's Public Health Prevention Framework focuses on early action; it supports primary interventions 
at the population level (Ross et al., 2017; Mohammad et al., 2023b; Al-Hawary et al., 2020; Al-Husban et 
al., 2023). This model identifies three levels of prevention: these include the primary, the secondary, and 
the tertiary. Primary intervention entails asymptomatic disease prevention or control (for example, through 
immunization). In contrast, secondary intervention prevents or controls disease symptoms at the 
foundation (for instance, through screening), and tertiary intervention reduces consequences of already 
developed diseases, for instance, through rehabilitation of cardiovascular diseases. Thus, the effective 
management of health risks makes this framework enhance policies to fit the dynamic needs of the 
communities. 

 

These frameworks define what policies should be developed and how effective these policies are. It 
supports the need to incorporate evaluation research and community practice processes to develop policies 
that can be easily implemented and responsive to societal diversity and the economic status of the people. 

Case Studies on Disease Prevention Policies 

Tobacco Control Policies 

Smoking continues to be one of the biggest threats to the population's health, resulting in millions of deaths 
every year. In the past decades, governments and health organizations have introduced various policies, 
such as taxation, advertising restrictions, plain packaging, and smoking restrictions within various limited 
areas. Such steps have proved effective since they produced the following outputs. 

For instance, in countries that have implemented high tobacco taxes, we see a lot of decline in the 
prevalence of smoking. Plain packaging and tax increases implemented in Australia have reduced the 
smoking rate by 12% in five years. Likewise, repeated smoking prohibitions in various accessible spaces 
yielded a decrease in secondhand smoke content and linked respiratory ailments among people who do not 
smoke in the UK(Ralston et al., 2019; Al-Nawafah et al., 2022; Alolayyan et al., 2018; Eldahamsheh, 2021). 
However, the following are some difficulties experienced: Capacity for enforcing tobacco control measures 
remains weak in low- and middle-income countries mainly because of the limited resources available for 
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implementing the objectives. Further, new technologies lead to new regulatory endeavors like the e-
cigarette. 

Table 1. Smoking Prevalence Trends in Selected Countries Before and After Policy Implementation 

Country Smoking Prevalence Before 
Policy (%) 

Smoking Prevalence After 
Policy (%) 

Policy Implemented 

Australia 25 13 Plain packaging, tax hikes 

UK 28 15 Smoking bans, advertising 
restrictions 

India 35 27 Tobacco taxation, warning 
labels 

 

 

Vaccination Campaigns 

Immunization activities are recognized as one of the most successful public health measures that have 
scaled down infectious disease burdens. Achievements include the 1980 declaration of smallpox and the 
near eradication of polio as global threats. Baupost contemporary immunization seeks to combat diseases 
like measles, rubella, and hepatitis B, among others, with great achievement in many areas. 

However, there are constant barriers to immunization campaigns. False information and skepticism caused 
by distrust of the authorities, medical centres, and traditional media threaten to hinder the pursuit of herd 
immunity. For instance, measles has recurred in several developed countries mainly due to reduced 
vaccination because of myths surrounding the safety of vaccines. 

There remains a hurdle in distribution logistics, including poorly developed vaccine cold chains and poor 
health facility infrastructure in low-income countries. However, such challenges have not disabled 
organizations like Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, from recording improved immunization coverage in 
dominion across the world. 

 

 

 

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

Australia UK India

Chart Title

Series1 Series2 Series3

https://ecohumanism.co.uk/joe/ecohumanism
https://doi.org/10.62754/joe.v3i8.5165


Journal of Ecohumanism 

2024 
Volume: 3, No: 8, pp. 5378 – 5388 

ISSN: 2752-6798 (Print) | ISSN 2752-6801 (Online) 
https://ecohumanism.co.uk/joe/ecohumanism  

DOI: https://doi.org/10.62754/joe.v3i8.5165  

5381 

 

 

Figure 1. Vaccination Coverage Rates and Corresponding Disease Prevalence, 2000–2020 

 

A line graph depicting vaccination rates against diseases like measles and their incidence trends over two decades. 

Community-Based Interventions for Chronic Diseases 

These are conditions like diabetes, high blood pressure, heart diseases, and numerous other related ailments 
that are major killers on earth. Unlike state infections, chronic diseases demand continuous and often 
lifelong adherence to prescribed therapies and changes in behaviour, and therefore, community-based 
interventions become relevant. 

An awareness campaign is well implemented in the Nordic countries of personal fitness. These 
interventions include increased access to community resources, affordable exercise classes, and media 
advocacy. Research also establishes that Norwegian people and other Scandinavians are less likely to suffer 
from obesity, according to data collected from regions around the world for high-income countries because 
they have always employed proactive public health measures. 

"Move Your Way" promotes increased physical activity and a healthier diet in the United States. Preliminary 
outcomes point to a clear rise in routine physical exercise by 15%, with corresponding decreased incidences 
of other associated ailments of obesity. 

Still, there are obstacles to a broader application of such approaches. Such programs reach only a small 
portion of low-income consumers, as they often live in food deserts and have little or no access to 
recreational facilities. 
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Graph 1. Trends in Obesity Rates Pre- and Post-Community Fitness Program Introduction 

 

A bar graph showing obesity trends in regions with and without implemented fitness programs. 

Gaps in Current Literature 

Nevertheless, even in terms of public health policies, the research has not reached its zenith; essential areas 
must be developed. First, most works lack consideration of the influences of social facts, including poverty, 
education, housing, and others, on the effectiveness of policies. For instance, tobacco control measures 
might have poorer compliance among those in the low-income group because economic incentives 
overpower their smoking-related incentives. 

Second, few studies focus on the future implementation of public health policies. To some extent, it may 
be further witnessed that the envisaged and initial impact of these typically yields positive discoveries. 
However, the sustainability of these findings amid other new health problems is still in doubt. For example, 
there is a new product in the form of e-cigarettes, and this indicates that more changes in tobacco control 
are needed. 

Finally, the fair allocation of public health interventions also lacks proper research. Many vaccination 
campaigns and chronic disease programs cannot target and approach vulnerable groups because of barriers 
in place. There was a need to explore how equity can be mainstreamed into policy formulation and 
implementation to close such gaps. 

Thus, future investigation can supplement the gaps and improve public health policies and goals, 
distributing disease prevention equity across the populations. 

Methods 
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This review incorporates information from empirical journal articles, national and international health 
publications, and global health bodies. Qualitative analysis was adopted, and the studies targeted trends and 
patterns in the dataset. Quantitative data were summarized through tables, graphs, and figures to show 
policy impacts. 

Results and Findings 

Effectiveness of Public Health Policies 

A major function of public health policies is that they are important development assets that society can 
employ to deal with the big four issues, including communicable and non-communicable diseases. 
Whenever they succeed, this is often revealed by disease reduction, positive change in the patient's health 
status, and modification of health-risk behaviours. This section discusses three major areas in public health 
policies: tobacco control policies, vaccination coverage policies, and those of chronic diseases, and reviews 
their effectiveness and shortcomings. 

Tobacco Control 

Tobacco control measures can be considered among the most effective measures to improve public health 
internationally. The battle through taxation, ad limits, smoking in public places and bans, and plain 
packaging legislation has all coalesced to reborn the tobacco industry. 

The Australian case of plain packaging, implemented in 2012, is one example where packaging design 
restrictions are mandatory, requiring graphic health warnings. This policy and high tobacco taxes resulted 
in a 12% decrease in smoking within five years. UK governments' bans on smoking in public places also 
decrease secondhand smoking and, therefore, reduce respiratory diseases and overall morbidity. 

Figure 1. Line Graph Showing Global Smoking Prevalence Trends Post-Policy Implementation. 

 

(Ralston et al., 2019) 

However, tobacco control measures' impact differs between higher-income and lower-income countries. 
In developed countries, proper governance and political will are observed due to the availability of resources 
needed to enforce policies formulated in these countries. On the other hand, low-income countries slow 
down on enforcement because they lack the necessary funds and bureaucracy. Furthermore, these regions 
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are favourites for the tobacco industry because they offer "cheap" cigarettes and are often legally more 
flexible in advertising. 

Further, additional problems arise from the use of new nicotine delivery systems, including e-cigarettes. 
Most of these products are either partially regulated or fully banned. Although some are purported to have 
moderation advantages, their lasting effects on health have not yet been determined. Therefore, Tobacco 
control interventions must incorporate such changes into the strategies to remain effective. 

The explorer subnet is an IP design for the exploratory subnet that maps the subnet to the range of IP 
addresses assigned to the subnet. 

Vaccination Coverage 

Immunization is one of the best and most inexpensive services offered by the government in global health 
standards to act as a barrier to common ailments. Through vaccination, measles, polio, and smallpox have 
been eliminated and have cut down hospital losses. 

Immunization campaigns all over the globe have recorded impressive accomplishments. For instance, 
measles incidence was reduced by 84% between the years 2000 and 2016 as a result of an effective 
vaccination campaign under the context of the GVAP. Cases like polio and smallpox are good examples of 
how health regions could significantly reduce immunization defaults due to regional immunization 
coordination. 

Graph 1. Trends In Physical Activity Levels After Introducing Community Fitness Initiatives 

 

(Ralston et al., 2019) 

 However, a new problem makes it difficult to sustain and increase such achievements—vaccine scepticism. 
Due to improper information and disbelief in healthcare systems, together with cultural norms and values, 
vaccine insouciance has resulted in preventable diseases recurring in some areas. For instance, several 
measles outbreaks that have recurred in developed countries like the United States and France in the recent 
past are a clear indication that sloppy information about vaccine circumstances can cause a departure from 
many years of progress. 

Access difference attests that there is nothing as easy in realising UE. While high-income countries can 
approach 95% coverage of the eligible population, low- and middle-income countries have practical issues 
such as limited cold chains and a lack of adequate healthcare personnel. Such gaps are sought to be filled 
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by organizations such as Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, which seeks to provide funding, technical assistance, 
and a voice to advocate for equitable access to vaccines. 

Addressing these challenges requires a multi-pronged approach: discrediting fake news, creating awareness 
among the populace, promoting vaccine hesitance, and fostering strategic partnerships with other countries 
to boost the capacity of health centres. 

Chronic Disease Prevention 

Noncommunicable diseases such as diabetes, cardiovascular diseases, and hypertension are today the major 
killer diseases in the world. While they compare chronic diseases to infectious diseases, the latter are 
manageable in the community for a long time with implemented prevention measures. 

Lifestyle interventions that targeted the communities have provided good results in managing chronic 
diseases through campaigns related to physical activities and dietary changes to adopt a healthy lifestyle. 
For example, the Physical Activity Guidelines for Americans, known as the 'Move Your Way' campaign, 
aims to engage Americans in exercise. In the first year, the program self-assessed physical activity by 
participants was higher by 15 per cent, and the signs of health improvement, including weight control and 
heart disease risk factors, were also noted. 

Scandinavian countries have also copied with free initiatives in public health. Such factors as organized 
physical activities in the community, soft and affordable access to recreation centres, and visible and 
emphatic health enhancement initiatives have seen obesity and cardiovascular diseases in these areas 
described as less prevalent than the world average. Such programs prove useful in promoting the 
incorporation of preventive health activities in life and their availability to each person (Glasziou & Haynes, 
2015; Alzyoud et al., 2024; Mohammad et al., 2022; Rahamneh et al., 2023). 

Nevertheless, the experience of chronic disease prevention programs indicates the existence of obstacles to 
implementation and expansion. In low-income settings, challenges, including lack of access to quality food 
and safe play areas and health facilities, may hamper the implementation of these programs. Moreover, the 
analyzed disparities in health literacy indicate that some population groups cannot always get the most out 
of health promotional messages. 

To effectively address chronic diseases and preventive policies, governments and organizations should 
improve their addressing of such barriers. These include changing our infrastructure to support physical 
activity, incentivising local growers to provide good food, and targeting health and related promotional 
messages to accommodate different cultural and language groups. 

Table 2. Comparative Analysis of Chronic Disease Prevention Programs Across Countries 

Country Program Name Key Strategies Outcomes 

United 
States 

Move Your Way Physical activity promotion 15% increase in activity 
levels 

Finland Healthy Heart 
Project 

Diet and exercise initiatives Reduced cardiovascular 
deaths 

India Diabetes Control 
Plan 

Community health worker 
engagement 

10% reduction in diabetes 
cases 

 

Health Disparities and Policy Impact 

The matters of health disparities and how policy impacts are discussed in the subsequent sections of the 
paper.Although the policies framed in the public health field have led to enhanced health of the worldwide 
society, there are still inequities, and the worst affected are societies on the periphery. Said disparities result 
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from other systemic disparities that include poverty, low levels of education, and inadequate health care, 
which can reduce the impact of even well-formulated policies(Marmot & Allen, 2020; Al-Azzam et al., 
2023; Al-Shormana et al., 2022; Al-E'wesat et al., 2024).For example, in tobacco control, populations of 
low income, such as those in the low-income bracket, suffer high incidences of smoking-related diseases, 
yet they do not access cessation programs. Equally, vaccine administration is often conducted and perhaps 
targeted to exclude hard-to-reach populations in rural areas, which contributes to the high incidence of 
otherwise preventable diseases. Preventive care for chronic illness also demonstrates systemic injustices, as 
better quality foods and recreation are often absent in poor neighbourhoods. 

Figure 2. Bar Chart Comparing Vaccination Rates and Disease Reduction Percentages Across Continents. 

 

(Galea & Vaughan, 2018) 

To address these concerns, there has to be a change of focus and lend policy analysis to having an equitable 
approach. The actions must be taken beyond addressing the diseases and the factors that influenced them. 
For instance, coordination of health care delivery with other supportive services may go a long way in 
enhancing utilization among disadvantaged populations. However, engaging communities in policy 
formulation, particularly in policy delivery, could increase their effectiveness. Given the different needs of 
individuals from diverse subgroups when engaging with resources and the different barriers they face, policy 
interventions can be most effective in promoting sustainable change when designed to be more targeted 
but simultaneously accommodate variations within diverse subgroups. 

However, there are signs of achievement that would show that equitable policies can be achieved in the 
health sector. For instance, government and locally run community schemes, such as the Family Health 
Program of Brazil, which targets poor populations and delivers bundled primary care services, have 
effectively reduced health inequalities in Brazil. They also remind us of the critical relationship between 
public health policies and other societal and economic transition efforts to widen and sustain positive health 
gains. 

Discussion 

Global vs. Local Perspectives 

This is the case because the ability of public health policies to deliver is anchored on the resources and 
infrastructure used to implement the policies. Developed countries can generally enforce policies, conduct 
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awareness programs, and monitor results on policies better than developing countries. The above advantage 
leads to enhanced policy compliance and even better overall health. For instance, several extended measures 
tackling tobacco use and/or exposure in high-income countries have dramatically decreased the prevalence 
of smoking and indirect diseases. Likewise, the campaigns organized in developed countries to vaccinate 
the population make virtually all individuals immune to certain diseases. 

Low-income countries, on the other hand, cannot draw on resources that would help in enhancing policy 
efficacy. The areas that experience weak economies lack adequate healthcare facilities and have numerous 
competing concerns often end up offering less than impressive enforcement and adverse results. For 
instance, early-stage vaccines in developed countries can use efficient technology, and almost everyone is 
reachable, unlike vaccinating in developing countries that face numerous challenges that slow the vaccine 
and lower coverage. 

Unintended Consequences of Public Health Policies 

Microeconomic and Behavioral Responses 

Tobacco control policies can be recalled as a good illustration of how negative externalities might develop. 
This paper will further explain how when a country starts implementing high taxes on cigarettes to 
discourage the use of cigarettes, it will lead some people to use illicit cigarette markets. These markets may 
offer cheaper products, thus alleviating some aspects of economic cost on the consumer, but at the same 
time, defeating health promotion goals by offering products that aren't regulated and thus might be more 
hazardous(Dicker et al., 2018) 

Similarly, penalties that consist of fines for violation of smoking prohibitions may affect the disadvantaged 
populations most negatively, thus widening the gaps. Unfortunately, many of these measures impose an 
economic burden without effective treatment support necessary to address tobacco dependence. 

Social and Political Resistance 

Another adverse effect is that people can oppose policies to bolster public healthcare outcomes. For 
instance, some resist immunization policies and vaccine mandates, saying they infringe on their rights. This 
resistance can lead to people losing confidence in public health institutions and thus decrease the overall 
compliance index, making it harder for the relevant population to achieve herd immunity. Such 
consequences must be expected in public health policies, and measures towards them must be planned and 
included (Bennett et al., 2018). For instance, tobacco control initiatives could link taxation to the availability 
of affordable programs for those who want to quit. It is also the case with vaccination campaigns that target, 
which should be effective communication with the population and combating fake news. 

Conclusion 

Regulation of these policies plays a pivotal role in determining health in the community. The review notes 
these victories: tobacco control and vaccination campaigns, and these difficulties: inequities and resistance. 
Public health policies with the support of engagement and concomitant international cooperation are 
necessary for stable improvement in health status. Applying the above policies in public health has had 
incredible successes; however, it is not without some level of challenge and some negative impacts. SE 
policies also face substantial challenges, including resistance to mandates, spreading misinformation, and 
unequal access to resources. 

Recommendations 

 Enhance Data-Driven Policymaking 

 Use real-time data to adapt policies to emerging health challenges. 
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 Increase Public Engagement 

 Educate communities to foster acceptance and adherence to policies. 

 Focus on Equity 

 Address social determinants of health to ensure inclusive benefits of public health policies. 

 Strengthen Global Collaboration 

 Share resources and expertise to combat global health challenges, especially in low-income 
countries. 
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