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Abstract  

Systematic approaches, behavioral health initiatives, and improving the sustainability of systems on which health reformers rely form 
the fundamentals of resolving various public health issues of the 21st century. This paper critically discusses historical developments of 
public health policies and practices, the effectiveness of the policies on behavioral health, and the sustainability of health systems in 
relation to current trends and future perspectives. As an interdisciplinary tool, it assesses how policies, communities, and technologies 
intertwine by presenting empirical evidence and a set of case outcomes. Specific findings suggest room for using integrated systems-based 
approaches that are amenable to scale and that support population health improvement within environmental, economic, and social 
contexts to address health inequities. The solutions are focused on increasing the priority of outpatient services, developing behavioral 
health, and implementing sustainable solutions. 
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Introduction 

Modern public health care systems all around the globe have to deal with numerous and, in many respects, 

novel difficulties, such as the increase in noncommunicable diseases or mental health disorders and climate 

change effects. Mental health and substance use disorders form part of behavioral health, which has 

emerged as a centerpiece in today’s society, given its influence on the well-being of individuals in society. 

At the same time, the sustainability of health systems is being questioned, and the search for mechanisms 

for organizing an effective balance between the economic component, rational use of resources, and 

concern for environmental issues is becoming relevant (Mohammad et al., 2024a; Mohammad et al., 2023a; 

Mohammad et al, 2024b). 

The key concepts addressed in this paper are public health interventions, behavioral health, and system 

maintenance. The perspective seeks to offer a theoretical approach that will help explain how these domains 

                                                   
1 Ministry of Health, Saudi Arabia, Email: Walmahfod@moh.gov.sa 
2 Ministry of Health, Saudi Arabia, Email: agarmoush@moh.gov.sa 
3 Ministry of Health, Saudi Arabia, Email: msalfarwan@moh.gov.sa 
4 Ministry of Health, Saudi Arabia, Email: malaghtani@moh.gov.sa 

5 Ministry of Health, Saudi Arabia, Email: Mjalabood@moh.gov.sa 

6 Ministry of Health, Saudi Arabia, Email: Saaalhamad@moh.gov.sa 

7 Ministry of Health, Saudi Arabia, Email: nmalshrani@moh.gov.sa 

8 Ministry of Health, Saudi Arabia, Email: Maaalhaydar@moh.gov.sa 

9 Ministry of Health, Saudi Arabia, Email: AhAlMunajjim@moh.gov.sa 

10 Ministry of Health, Saudi Arabia, Email: afalhaider@moh.gov.sa 

https://ecohumanism.co.uk/joe/ecohumanism
https://doi.org/10.62754/joe.v3i8.5163


Journal of Ecohumanism 

2024 
Volume: 3, No: 8, pp. 5117– 5128 

ISSN: 2752-6798 (Print) | ISSN 2752-6801 (Online) 
https://ecohumanism.co.uk/joe/ecohumanism  

DOI: https://doi.org/10.62754/joe.v3i8.5163  

5118 

 

influence and support population health. Using data analysis, case studies, and references to similar studies, 

this study is able to define approaches that work and areas that need policy change and refinement. 

Literature Review 

Public Health Strategies: An Evolution 

Population health approaches have shifted from a vision that only confronts disease etiology and its risks 

to a vision that includes all the elements affecting the health of a community. This shift takes into account 

the fact that the health of any society depends on biological, social, economic, and physical attributes. 

Traditionally, health promotion strategies considered basic sanitation, vaccination, and curtailment of 

infectious diseases as core strategies requiring attention in order to enhance health among the people. They 

have grown over the years to include prevention, health promotion, technology innovation, and 

community-based interventions. 

 

(Beaglehole et al., 2015) 

Preventive Care 

Primary prevention continues to be a critical piece of public health. Inoculation campaigns have greatly 

lowered the incidence of fatal infectious diseases, including poliomyelitis, measles, and influenza, as well as 

improving both the quality and length of human life on a worldwide scale every year. As for the reduction 

of disease risks such as lung cancer and cardiovascular diseases, public health policies concerning tobacco 

control have achieved great results in reducing smoking rates. Screening for diseases such as cervical 

carcinoma and breast carcinoma can reduce the disease incidence rate and mortality rate, which proves that 

health promotion activities are worthwhile. These programs show the value of sustained commitment to 

proactive public health measures for present and future diseases and disorders. 
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Community-Based Interventions 

Such interventions have been found to be useful in achieving the objectives of health promotion, especially 

in the core populations. Initiatives like the World Health Organization's Healthy Cities October provide 

mayors and local authorities with the obligation and power to construct healthy environments for their 

citizens. These initiatives embrace the need to bring together stakeholders to address some of the key 

concerns that affect people’s livability in the physical environment in terms of growth, pollution standards, 

and available resources to rejuvenate the health of individuals’ bodies and minds. Further, community health 

workers have found their significance in overall community health, especially in a resource-limited setting, 

since they assist in delivering simple health education, immunization and maternal health. 

 

(Beaglehole et al., 2015) 

Technology in Public Health 

Digital technologies touch every aspect of public health communication, surveillance, and information 

delivery, revolutionizing health service delivery methodologies. Instant access to rigorous health 

information delivery platforms, such as mobile applications, telemedicine, and wearable devices, can 

facilitate real-time health control, thus enhancing unity. The tools have been useful during the COVID-19 

outbreak, where technologies like contact tracing applications and telemedicine continued offering services. 

Further, big data, analytics, and artificial intelligence improve the identification of diseases and outbreak 

predictions, increasing intervention efficiency. As promising as these technologies are, the issues of 

technology accessibility, that is, the digital divide, data protection, and compliance, need to be resolved to 

ensure broader uptake of these technologies. 

Behavioral Health Integration 

This topic is becoming more important in the contemporary world owing to the growing burden of mental 

health disorders and substance use disorders within the population. Mental health and addiction services 
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are central determinants of individual and community health, functioning, and well-being. Unfortunately, 

behavioral health has been a neglected area for funding and is commonly associated with culture and 

prejudice, which would give rise to multiple barriers. 

Mental Health Burden 

Depression and anxiety are some of the common mental health disorders that the WHO estimates are some 

of the leading causes of disability globally. Neglected cases of mental disorders have impacts that are not 

only personal but also communal as well as organizational. Depression and the likelihood of committing 

suicide have become matters of life and death, especially among the youth and vulnerable groups. It remains 

a taboo, which only hinders men from seeking medical attention for their mental illnesses. The challenges 

mentioned above need complex solutions that must encompass educational initiatives, cooperative mental 

health services, and policies. 

Substance Use Disorders 

Another part of behavioral health that needs to be mentioned is substance use disorders. The case of opioids 

in North America shows the effects of addiction to substances on people and communities. Practical 

responses call for an approach that includes prevention, early identification, intervention, and appropriate 

treatment (Beaglehole et al., 2015; Mohammad et al., 2023b; Al-Hawary et al., 2020; Al-Husban et al., 2023). 

Anti-drug and alcohol ads, in addition to interventions like needle distribution and carry kits as well as 

naloxone prescriptions, have proved efficacious in decreasing mortality and enhancing health among the 

public. Greater availability of effective treatments, including medication-assisted therapy (MAT) and 

counselling, is also needed to sustain the progress. 

Integrated Care Models 

Several combined primary care and behavioral healthcare delivery models hold the prospect of meeting the 

interdependency of physical and mental health. Interprofessional relationships entail joining several 

healthcare professionals in the delivery of care that is more integrated to yield better results. These models 

have been proven to be beneficial in conditions, i.e., depression, anxiety, and diabetes, which are commonly 

comorbid. However, there are barriers to the deployment of integrated care, such as workforce education, 

availability of funds, and system fragmentation. Expanding such models is a first step toward building 

comprehensive and affirmative healthcare systems. 
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(Brownson et al., 2018) 

Sustainability 

This structure will facilitate the integration of the idea of sustainability at the start of health systems as a 

prime form of work, making it easier to develop more concrete suggestions for increasing sustainable 

projects and practices. There is growing interest in sustainability in health systems because healthcare 

delivery is increasingly pressured by environmental, economic, and social factors. In the current context, 

the aim is to decrease operational costs and impact the environment less while at the same time not 

compromising public service accessibility for all populations. 

Environmental Impact 

The subject area reveals that the healthcare industry is a major culprit with regard to environmental 

pollution through emissions of greenhouse gases, waste production, and utilization of resources. Hospitals, 

for instance, are buildings that consume a lot of energy and generate both medical and non-medical waste. 

The environmental impact of healthcare systems increases climate change, which then further impacts 

human health through weather violence, diseases transmitted through vectors, and food scourge. The 

greatest of these impacts is the negative impact on the environment, and elements of green healthcare 

include the use of renewable energy, practicing sustainable waste management, and designing energy-
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efficient facilities, among others (Brownson et al., 2018; Al-Nawafah et al., 2022; Alolayyan et al., 2018; 

Eldahamsheh, 2021). Other strategies that encourage transitions toward sustainable operations in clinics 

can also help to improve progress. 

Economic Pressures 

Some potential factors considered here as threats and affecting the sustainability of the health systems 

include increasing costs in the delivery of healthcare services as a result of an ageing population, 

advancement in technologies, and disease burden. These challenges are magnified by economic disparities, 

which, operating in low- and middle-income countries, limit healthcare resources available to the country. 

Price control measures, including value-based care models and preventive health enhancements, stand as 

some of the solutions. Instead of promoting the quantity of services delivered, value-based care encourages 

the improvement of outputs and cost savings. National authorities and healthcare systems are required to 

find solutions to the economic disparities and problems of financial and sustainable healthcare systems. 

Health Equity 

Health equity is an important component of reliable healthcare frameworks, and that makes it possible to 

ensure that all clients get proper healthcare promotions regardless of their status, location, or other factors. 

These discrepancies worsened and continue to impact precedence, rendering people of colour, lower 

income, and rural areas access to considerably inferior care. Public health interventions mandated to address 

these gaps and disparities must incorporate social factors of interest, including education, housing, and 

employment. Furthermore, UHC strategies have the potential to bridge this equity chasm and deliver the 

intended populace health improvement for communities. 

Methods 

It is an interdisciplinary quantitative and qualitative study. 

 Data Collection: Data collected from WHO, CDC, and peer-reviewed journals were used to 

analyze public health, behavioral health, and sustainability trends. 

 Case Studies: When analyzing the reforms’ efficiency and feasibility, the key focus was made on 

the examples drawn from the nations that started implementing new-set health policies. 

 Survey Analysis: A number of surveys, including population behavioral-health-skill-performance 

surveys and environmental-impact assessments of the systems, were conducted. 

Results and Findings 

The observation of the public health approach, behavioral integration, and system sustainability analyses 

provides essential trends and issues. Entities and graphs that support the findings of this research offer 
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essential information on the development of healthcare policies, the rising significance of behavioral health 

disorders, and the importance of fashioning sustainable models in healthcare systems. 

Public Health Strategies: Progress and Gaps 

Total health expenditure has increased considerably over the last two decades, especially on preventive 

measures. The results have shown that % vaccine coverage has been reached in the targeted HI/M countries 

in general, drastically decreasing the progress of infectious diseases all over the world. However, there is 

still a large gap, especially in rural settings, reflecting poor geographical, financial, and infrastructural access 

to vaccines. To help eliminate such gaps, there must be funding for the gaps and the development of 

intervention strategies. 

Technology has greatly influenced most of the thinking in the field of public health. Mobile applications, 

smart devices, and telemedicine have reinforced health management and constituted an early diagnostic 

tool and a way to increase people’s health rate. However, these tools also have limitations, especially on 

issues of data privacy, the law, and the accessibility gap. Nevertheless, these technologies may not reach 

rural and low-resource facilities, and often, the staff is not trained adequately in technology 

integration(Chokshi & Farley, 2018; Alzyoud et al., 2024; Mohammad et al., 2022; Rahamneh et al., 2023). 

Overcoming these barriers is crucial in order to extend access to the effective deployment of digital health 

innovations. 

Behavioral Health: A Growing Priority 

Psychiatric disorders and other conditions affecting behaviour are significant and constitute more of the 

total disease burden across the world. Conditions like depression, anxiety, bipolar disorder, and so on rank 

high among diseases that cause disability. According to the WHO, global economic costs of mental health 

disorders are about 1 trillion US dollars per year, mainly as a result of lower productivity, direct medical 

costs, and social costs. Nevertheless, mental health as an area continues to receive inadequate and uneven 

funding as well as significant levels of stigma, thereby restricting access to services. 
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Substance use disorders also play a role in creating more intense behavioral health problems. The opioid 

problem in North America is an excellent example of the negative outcome when there is no efficient 

strategy for dealing with addiction. Drinking continues to be rampant throughout the world and causes 

liver disease, accidents, and mental illness (Chokshi & Farley, 2018; Al-Azzam et al., 2023; Al-Shormana et 

al., 2022; Al-E'wesat et al., 2024). The challenges require complex solutions that require an expansion of 

harm reduction, community and population aspects of public health, and primary care integration into 

public health systems. 

Sustainability Challenges in Health Systems 

This paper identifies sustainability as one of the primary neglected aspects within the context of healthcare 

organizations. The sector is a major negative contributor to the environment, as it is estimated to be 

responsible for about 4.4% of global emissions of greenhouse gases. Medical waste, chemical waste, energy 

and water usage, and other wastes generated, as well as the intensive usage of energy and water, make health 

facilities some of the most modern significant contributors to waste production. The following 

environmental impacts worsen health issues as they lead to climate change and pollute the environment. 

To reduce these effects, healthcare facilities use green initiatives like energy-conserving structures, proper 

waste disposal methods, and the use of green energy sources. 

Economic inequalities make up sustainability difficulties, especially in LIMCU nations. Lack of resource 

rationalization and inadequate financing of global healthcare systems reduce the chances of implementing 

sustainable healthcare solutions, and overall, a large number of populations within the healthcare systems 

of specific countries lack proper access to healthcare. High-income countries that have the resources to 

carry out green initiatives have to manage problems of excess and waste to make a positive change for the 

environment(Clarke et al., 2016). There are gaps in technology competencies and technology investments, 

and global cooperation and technology purchasing policies can facilitate fair development toward 

sustainability. 

Figure 1. The Pattern of Public Health Expenditure 
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A line graph depicting the relative increase in public health spending shows that investments in preventive care and behavioral 

health have been continuously rising. Similarly, stakeholder awareness of the superior value of prevention to treatment, as well 

as the increasing prevalence of behavioral health complications, has emerged(Clarke et al., 2016). 

Figure 2. Behavioral Health Disorders—The Epidemiology and Burden of Disease 

 

Chart illustrates the large share of disorders in the sphere of behavioral health and their high cost. This paper presents data 

that support the increasing necessity of focusing on behavioral health in public health policies(Friel et al., 2015). 

Figure 3. The Most Effective Environmental Impact of The Healthcare Sector In 2024. 
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A bar chart showing the environmental footprint of the healthcare sector between HICs, LMICs, and LDCs shows the 

following splits: Even developed countries with well-organized and advanced systems produce increased emissions and waste 

caused by overconsumption while developing or least developed countries are challenged by the efficient management of even the 

lowest level of resources(Bleich et al., 2017). 

 

Key Implications 

Such insights provide an understanding of reinforced relationships between public health approaches, 

behavioral health interventions, and sustainability. The typical gaps in immunization and digital health, 

inadequate levels of mental health and substance use care, and the environmental sustainability of healthcare 

systems must be addressed in order to have equitable health in the remaining years. With respect to these 

areas, healthcare systems should, therefore, develop ways and means of dealing with them to forestall their 

occurrence and impact in the future. 

Discussion 

Public Health Strategies: Achievements and Gaps 

Conventional infection prevention and control measures have effectively lowered the global disease burden 

from most CMS, but fewer strides have been made in tackling NCDs and new threats, including AMR. 

Behavioral health, on the other hand, has not been achieved at the same level of policy attention and has 

been shown to have a huge impact on health. 

Behavioral Health: A Growing Crisis 

Mental health, as well as substance use disorders, are still surrounded by stigma, which makes treatment an 

issue. Other possible solutions include intangible techniques such as integrated care models and community 
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interventions, but it is not clear whether they present green initiatives that are scalable and sustainable. They 

must consider behavioral health in working towards solving the problem as inclusive of usual public health 

approaches. 

System Sustainability: Balancing Priorities 

Health systems worldwide face a dual challenge: responding to basic healthcare needs while creating lasting 

solutions. The issue in green healthcare is that the initiatives it jointly spearheads with the private sector—

renewable energy use and waste reduction—must be broadened. At the same time, health equity is about 

social inequalities and access to essential medical services for all population evaluations(Bagnall et al., 2019). 

El Dev Solutions Sen. is a fast-growing economy focused on the creation of new business opportunities 

and the consequent identification of new trends. 

Technological Innovations: The implications of AI and machine learning in disease surveillance and health 

care, in general, include the ability to provide prevention and health care delivery tailored to patient needs 

and optimize the allocation of health care resources. 

Policy Integration: This paper argues that health can support climate change policies by aligning public 

health goals with related objectives. 

 

Conclusion 

Population health, combined with behavioral health and health systems strengthening, is one of the three 

interrelated dimensions on which solutions to global health issues must be built. On the positive side, 

preventive care has advanced, and so has digital health, but there is still much to do in behavioral health 

and environmental protection. The outcomes reveal that it is imperative to ensure that sustainable system 

reform becomes systemic and integrates equity, innovation, and environmental sustainability. 

Recommendations 

 Strengthen Preventive Care: Increase the level of vaccination, screening, health promotion 

interventions, and other communication interventions that target infectious and chronic diseases, 

respectively. 

 Invest in Behavioral Health: Pertaining to mental health, the federal government should come up 

with policies that help negate the social stigma around mental health, policies that enhance funding 

of integrated care, and policies that promote substance use treatment. 

 Promote Sustainability in Healthcare: Green healthcare, support renewable energy, and decrease 

the generation of waste in health systems. 

https://ecohumanism.co.uk/joe/ecohumanism
https://doi.org/10.62754/joe.v3i8.5163


Journal of Ecohumanism 

2024 
Volume: 3, No: 8, pp. 5117– 5128 

ISSN: 2752-6798 (Print) | ISSN 2752-6801 (Online) 
https://ecohumanism.co.uk/joe/ecohumanism  

DOI: https://doi.org/10.62754/joe.v3i8.5163  

5128 

 

 Enhance Policy Coordination: Promote cooperation with other fields, including health, 

environment, and economic oneness, for the benefit of all. 

 Leverage Technology: AI, big data, and digital tools are applied to allocate resources more 

effectively, engage patients, and design solutions for better health. 

 Focus on Health Equity: Specifically focus on promoting health literacy, self-management, civil 

legal rights, and fair treatment of individuals in socioeconomically vulnerable situations in areas of 

health for tailored necessary service solutions. 

Implementing the recommendations proposed above will help health systems establish health-related 
sustainable development and prepare for future challenges. 
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