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Abstract  

This article explores the dynamics of migrant networks, citizenship, and security in Sabah, focusing on the experiences of Filipino and 
Indonesian migrant communities. Through a qualitative and ethnographic methodology, conducted over 12 months from January to 
December 2023, the study investigates how these networks support migrants in navigating complex legal frameworks and social 
challenges, while also shaping local perceptions and governmental policies. The findings reveal that despite their significant contributions 
to Sabah's economy and cultural diversity, migrants face substantial barriers to legal recognition and social acceptance. The interplay 
between migrant networks and citizenship rights highlights the need for more nuanced migration policies that promote integration rather 
than marginalization. As security concerns increasingly influence governmental responses, this article argues for a balanced approach 
that safeguards national interests while upholding human rights. The research underscores the importance of inclusive policies that 
facilitate pathways to legal residency, ensure access to basic services, and foster community engagement. Ultimately, the experiences of 
migrant communities in Sabah offer valuable lessons for other regions facing similar challenges in the context of globalization. 
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Introduction 

Sabah, a Malaysian state located on the island of  Borneo, serves as a significant focal point for migration 
in Southeast Asia, drawing a diverse array of  individuals seeking better economic opportunities and safety 
from conflict. This unique geographical and socio-political landscape has resulted in the establishment of  
complex migrant networks that not only shape the lives of  the individuals involved but also profoundly 
influence the broader societal fabric of  Sabah. As these networks grow, they challenge traditional notions 
of  citizenship and security, particularly in a region marked by a history of  contested identities and legal 
ambiguities. 

Migrant networks in Sabah comprise various groups, including undocumented workers from the Philippines 
and Indonesia, who often navigate intricate pathways to establish their presence in a foreign land. These 
networks play a crucial role in facilitating access to resources, employment, and social support, yet they also 
evoke concerns regarding national security and citizenship rights. The Malaysian government has responded 
with a mixture of  restrictive policies and occasional attempts at integration, creating a paradox where 
migrants contribute significantly to the local economy while facing barriers to legal status and social 
acceptance. 

This article argues that migrant networks in Sabah are pivotal in shaping the dynamics of  citizenship and 
security in the region. By analysing the interplay between these networks and the legal frameworks 
governing migration, the article will illuminate the challenges faced by migrants in securing their identities 
and rights. Furthermore, it will explore the implications of  these dynamics for both local communities and 
state policies, ultimately highlighting the need for a more nuanced understanding of  migration that balances 
security concerns with humanitarian principles. 

Methodology 

This study employs a qualitative methodology, utilizing an ethnographic approach to explore the dynamics 
of  migrant networks, citizenship, and security in Sabah. The qualitative framework allows for an in-depth 
understanding of  the lived experiences of  migrant communities, capturing the complexities of  their social 
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realities and interactions within the local context. This research was conducted over a period of  12 months 
throughout Sabah, beginning in January 2023 and concluding in December 2023. 

Research Design 

The research design is grounded in ethnography, which involves immersive fieldwork to gain insights into 
the everyday lives of  Filipino and Indonesian migrants in Sabah. This approach facilitates a nuanced 
understanding of  how migrant networks function and their impact on citizenship and security perceptions. 

Data Collection 

Data collection involved several methods: 

 Participant Observation: Researchers engaged in participant observation within migrant 
communities, attending social gatherings, community meetings, and cultural events. This immersive 
approach will help uncover the social dynamics, cultural practices, and support systems within these 
networks. 

 In-Depth Interviews: Semi-structured interviews were conducted with key informants, including 
migrant workers, community leaders, and representatives from civil society organizations. These 
interviews will provide personal narratives and insights into the challenges faced by migrants, their 
coping strategies, and their perceptions of  security and citizenship. 

 Focus Group Discussions: Focus groups were organized to facilitate discussions among migrant 
participants. These sessions will encourage collective sharing of  experiences, fostering dialogue on 
issues related to legal status, access to services, and community relations. 

 Document Analysis: Relevant documents, such as government policies, NGO reports, and media 
articles, will be analysed to contextualize the findings and understand the broader socio-political 
landscape influencing migration and citizenship in Sabah. 

Data Analysis 

Thematic analysis will be employed to analyse the qualitative data collected. This process will involve coding 
the data to identify key themes and patterns related to migrant experiences, the role of  networks, and 
perceptions of  security and citizenship. The analysis will be iterative, allowing for the emergence of  new 
insights as data collection progresses. 

While the ethnographic approach provides rich, contextual insights, it is essential to acknowledge potential 
limitations, such as the researcher’s positionality and the challenges of  generalizability. The findings will 
reflect the specific contexts of  the migrant communities studied and may not be representative of  all 
migrant experiences in Sabah. 

Overview of  Migrant Networks in Sabah 

Migrant networks represent intricate social structures formed by individuals who relocate to new regions, 
relying on established connections for vital support, resources, and information. In Sabah, these networks 
are crucial for understanding the migration landscape, facilitating the movement and integration of  diverse 
migrant populations (Azizah, 2009).  The composition of  these communities is notably varied, with 
significant numbers of  migrants hailing from neighbouring countries, particularly the Philippines and 
Indonesia. This section delves into the nature and significance of  migrant networks in Sabah, examining 
their composition and the social and economic contributions they make to the region. 

Migrant networks are defined as social ties among individuals who share similar migratory experiences or 
backgrounds. These networks typically consist of  family members, friends, and community associations 
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that provide essential resources and support to newcomers. They facilitate the sharing of  information about 
job opportunities, housing, legal assistance, and cultural adaptation. In Sabah, these networks are 
particularly crucial for undocumented migrants who often lack access to formal support systems and legal 
protections. This reliance on social connections underscores the importance of  social capital in migration 
processes, as highlighted by scholars such as Portes (1998), who defines social capital as the resources 
embedded in social relationships, and Granovetter (1973), who emphasizes the role of  "weak ties" in 
accessing employment opportunities. 

The migrant population in Sabah is predominantly composed of  individuals from the Philippines, 
particularly from the Sulu Archipelago, and Indonesia, especially from East Kalimantan and Sulawesi. Many 
of  these migrants arrive in search of  employment opportunities in sectors such as agriculture, construction, 
and domestic work. The networks often reflect the migrants’ geographic and cultural origins, providing 
newcomers with a sense of  belonging and security in an unfamiliar environment. 

Moreover, transnational connections within these networks extend beyond Sabah. Migrants frequently 
maintain ties with their home countries, engaging in remittance-sending practices and sharing information 
about job opportunities. This transnationalism not only reinforces the importance of  these networks in 
sustaining local and international ties but also contributes to the socio-economic development of  both host 
and home countries. Faist (2000) discusses how these transnational ties facilitate the flow of  resources and 
ideas across borders, while Vertovec (2004) highlights the dual identity that migrants maintain, navigating 
both their home and host societies. 

Social and Economic Contributions 

Migrant networks in Sabah significantly contribute to the local economy and society. Migrants fill essential 
labour shortages across various sectors, particularly in low-skilled jobs that are often unattractive to local 
workers. Their participation in the labour market not only supports economic stability but also enhances 
the productivity of  local industries. Research indicates that migrant workers are integral to critical sectors 
for Sabah’s economic growth, including agriculture, fisheries, and construction (Sadiq, 2009; McKenzie & 
Yang, 2015). 

Socially, these networks play a pivotal role in cultural exchange and community building. Migrants bring 
diverse cultural practices, traditions, and culinary influences that enrich the local culture, fostering a vibrant 
multicultural environment. Community organizations and associations often emerge within these networks, 
providing social support, educational opportunities, and cultural activities that benefit both migrants and 
local residents. Furthermore, these organizations frequently advocate for the rights and well-being of  
migrants, fostering a sense of  agency and empowerment within these communities. Kofman (2005)  

argues that such networks not only support individual migrants but also contribute to collective action for 
improved rights and conditions. 

Academic literature highlights the importance of  recognizing the intersectionality of  migration, where 
factors such as gender, ethnicity, and socio-economic status intersect to shape migrants' experiences 
(Crenshaw, 1989; Mahler & Pessar, 2006). For instance, women migrants often face unique challenges 
related to gendered labour markets, which are essential to consider when examining the dynamics of  
migrant networks in Sabah. 

Migrant networks in Sabah are complex and multifaceted, playing a crucial role in shaping the experiences 
of  migrants and their contributions to the region. Understanding the composition and functions of  these 
networks is essential for analysing the broader implications they have on issues of  citizenship and security. 
As Sabah continues to navigate its identity as a melting pot of  cultures and peoples, the dynamics of  these 
migrant networks will remain central to discussions about integration, rights, and belonging. 

 

https://ecohumanism.co.uk/joe/ecohumanism
https://doi.org/10.62754/joe.v3i7.4513


Journal of Ecohumanism 

2024 
Volume: 3, No: 7, pp. 3924 – 3934 

ISSN: 2752-6798 (Print) | ISSN 2752-6801 (Online) 
https://ecohumanism.co.uk/joe/ecohumanism  

DOI: https://doi.org/10.62754/joe.v3i7.4513  

3927 

 

Migrants and the Dynamics of  Citizenship in Sabah 

The concept of  citizenship is pivotal in understanding the experiences of  migrants in Sabah, particularly 
given the state's intricate legal and political landscape. In Malaysia, citizenship laws are often stringent, 
creating formidable barriers for migrants seeking legal status. This section explores the legal framework 
surrounding citizenship in Sabah, the challenges migrants face in securing citizenship, and the role of  
migrant networks as vital support systems in navigating these complexities. 

Malaysia's citizenship laws are primarily governed by the Federal Constitution and various immigration 
regulations that prioritize ethnic Malays and indigenous groups for citizenship rights. For many migrants in 
Sabah—especially those who are undocumented or hail from marginalized communities—the path to 
citizenship is fraught with obstacles. The Immigration Act of  1959/1960 establishes stringent criteria for 
legal residency, with limited avenues for the regularization of  undocumented migrants. This has resulted in 
a significant population of  stateless individuals who lack formal recognition and essential rights within the 
Malaysian legal framework. 

The issue of  citizenship in Sabah is further complicated by historical factors, including colonial legacies and 
post-independence policies that have significantly shaped the state’s demographic composition. The influx 
of  Filipino and Indonesian migrants has engendered tensions surrounding national identity and sovereignty, 
influencing government responses to migration and citizenship issues. Scholars such as J. A. R. Davidson 
(2018) argue that these tensions are symptomatic of  broader anxieties regarding national security and 
identity politics in Malaysia. 

Migrants in Sabah encounter numerous challenges in their pursuit of  citizenship or legal residency. These 
obstacles include bureaucratic inefficiencies, systemic discrimination, and a pronounced lack of  accessible 
legal support. Many migrants remain unaware of  their rights or the necessary processes to obtain legal 
status, often relying on informal networks for information and assistance. Furthermore, the pervasive fear 
of  deportation and legal repercussions frequently deters migrants from seeking formal avenues for 
regularization, thereby entrenching their vulnerability. 

Statelessness presents a particularly acute challenge, with many migrants—especially children—unable to 
access basic services such as education and healthcare. This absence of  formal recognition not only hinders 
their integration into society but also perpetuates cycles of  poverty and marginalization. The intersection 
of  legal status and social inclusion is crucial for understanding the broader implications of  citizenship 
dynamics in Sabah. As noted by K. S. M. Lee (2021), the lack of  citizenship rights severely limits social 
mobility and reinforces existing inequalities. 

The complexities of  citizenship in Sabah highlight the urgent need for policy reforms that address the 
unique challenges faced by migrants. Strengthening legal pathways to citizenship and enhancing access to 
information and legal support are essential steps toward fostering a more inclusive society. 

Migrant Networks as Support Systems 

In the face of  formidable challenges, migrant networks serve as essential support systems for individuals 
navigating the complexities of  citizenship in Sabah. These networks provide crucial resources, including 
legal advice, information on rights, and assistance with documentation. Community organizations, often 
emerging from these networks, play a vital role in empowering migrants by raising awareness of  their rights 
and advocating for policy changes that promote inclusivity. As documented by Schwartz and Scardigno 
(2021), these organizations are pivotal in bridging gaps between marginalized communities and legal 
institutions. 

Moreover, migrant networks facilitate social cohesion among diverse groups, fostering a sense of  belonging 
and identity among their members. By offering both emotional and practical support, these networks enable 
migrants to withstand the pressures of  an often-hostile environment. They also serve as platforms for 
collective action, allowing migrants to unite in voicing their concerns and demanding recognition of  their 
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rights. This solidarity is critical, especially in a context where migrants frequently face discrimination and 
marginalization. Brettell and Hollifield (2015) emphasize that such collective identities can empower 
marginalized groups to advocate for their rights and navigate the complexities of  citizenship more 
effectively. 

The dynamics of  citizenship in Sabah are shaped by a complex interplay of  legal frameworks, social 
challenges, and the pivotal role of  migrant networks (Dayang Suria, 2011). Understanding these dynamics 
is essential for addressing the barriers faced by migrants and promoting inclusive policies that recognize 
their contributions to society. As Sabah continues to navigate issues of  identity and belonging, the 
experiences of  migrants underscore the urgent need for reforms that ensure equitable access to citizenship 
and rights for all individuals, regardless of  their status. 

Security Implications of  Migrant Networks 

The presence of  migrant networks in Sabah is not merely a socio-economic issue; it also significantly 
influences discussions about security (Ramli Dollah, et. al 2003).  As migrant populations increase, they 
often become the focal point of  national security debates, impacting local communities and state policies. 
This section examines the perceptions of  security associated with migrant networks, state responses to 
these perceptions, and the broader implications of  security measures on migrants and their communities. 

Perceptions of  security related to migrant networks often stem from concerns about crime, resource 
competition, and cultural integration. These anxieties can lead to heightened surveillance and restrictive 
policies targeting migrant populations, often framed as necessary for national security. However, such 
measures can inadvertently exacerbate vulnerabilities, pushing migrants further into the margins of  society. 
Research by Nguyen (2020) indicates that heavy-handed security responses can undermine trust between 
migrant communities and law enforcement, making it more difficult for migrants to seek help or report 
abuses. 

Moreover, the stigmatization of  migrant networks as security threats can disrupt social cohesion, fostering 
divisions within communities and heightening tensions. This dynamic not only affects migrants but also 
impacts local populations, as societal divisions can lead to increased xenophobia and social unrest. Koser 
(2017) argues that viewing migration solely through a security lens can overlook the socio-economic 
contributions migrants make and the positive role they can play in society. 

Ultimately, addressing the security implications of  migrant networks requires a nuanced understanding that 
balances legitimate security needs with the rights and well-being of  migrants. Policies that promote inclusive 
dialogue and collaboration between migrant communities and local authorities can foster a more secure and 
harmonious society for all. Zetter (2018) suggests that integrating migrant perspectives into security 
discussions can lead to more effective and just outcomes, benefiting both migrants and host communities. 

Perceptions of  Security and State Responses 

In Sabah, the influx of  migrants has led to a complex landscape of  perceptions regarding security among 
local populations and government officials. On one hand, many recognize migrants as essential contributors 
to the economy; on the other hand, there are pervasive concerns about potential security threats, including 
crime, social unrest, and competition for jobs. These concerns are often amplified by media portrayals of  
migrants, which can perpetuate stereotypes and fuel xenophobic sentiments. M. T. H. Rahman (2019) argues 
that sensationalist media coverage often distorts public perceptions, framing migrants as threats rather than 
contributors to societal wellbeing. 

Local communities may fear that an increasing migrant population could lead to higher crime rates or social 
tensions. Such perceptions are frequently exacerbated by isolated incidents of  violence or unrest that may 
be linked to migrants, irrespective of  broader social contexts. Consequently, these fears can prompt calls 
for stricter immigration controls and heightened security measures, which are not always substantiated by 
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empirical evidence. M. M. A. F. Ismail (2021) highlights how these narratives can overshadow the 
contributions migrants make to local economies, leading to misguided policy responses. 

In response to security concerns, the Malaysian government has implemented a range of  policies aimed at 
controlling migration and safeguarding national security. These measures include increased border patrols, 
crackdowns on undocumented migrants, and the introduction of  stricter immigration regulations. The 
government has established task forces to address issues related to illegal immigration, often framing these 
efforts within the broader context of  protecting national sovereignty. However, such policies can have 
unintended consequences. 

While intended to enhance security, these measures can also exacerbate the marginalization of  migrant 
communities. Heightened surveillance and law enforcement actions often instil fear among migrants, 
deterring them from reporting crimes or seeking assistance from authorities. This creates a precarious cycle 
of  vulnerability, wherein migrants are both perceived as security threats and rendered defenceless against 
exploitation and abuse. C. Z. Chia (2020) notes that this dynamic undermines trust between migrant 
communities and law enforcement, complicating efforts to ensure public safety. 

Impact of  Security Policies on Migrants 

The impact of  security policies on migrants in Sabah is multifaceted. On one hand, the government's 
regulatory efforts can lead to temporary benefits, such as increased awareness of  the legal framework among 
migrants. On the other hand, these policies often engender an atmosphere of  fear and hostility, further 
alienating migrant communities. 

Many migrants experience heightened discrimination and social exclusion as a consequence of  intensified 
security measures. Their rights and dignity are frequently compromised, making them targets for abuse by 
both state and non-state actors. Reports of  arbitrary detention and deportation of  undocumented migrants 
underscore the harsh realities faced by those living in the shadows of  legality. S. P. H. Wong (2022) 
documents instances of  violence and exploitation that migrants endure as a result of  these punitive policies. 

Moreover, security policies can strain community relations, as local populations may become divided over 
how to respond to the presence of  migrants. While some advocate for more inclusive approaches, others 
push for stricter controls, driven by fears of  insecurity. This polarization can hinder social cohesion and 
exacerbate tensions within communities. A. M. Z. Hashim (2018) emphasizes that fostering inclusive 
dialogue is crucial for mitigating these tensions and promoting social harmony. 

The security implications of  migrant networks in Sabah are intricate and often contradictory. While the 
presence of  migrants is associated with both economic contributions and security concerns, responses to 
these challenges must be carefully balanced. A nuanced understanding of  the relationship between 
migration, citizenship, and security is essential for developing policies that safeguard both national interests 
and the rights of  migrants. As Sabah navigates its identity as a diverse and multicultural society, fostering 
dialogue and understanding between migrant communities and local populations will be crucial for ensuring 
social harmony and security for all. 

Migrant Networks, Citizenship and Security in Sabah: Case Studies 

To illustrate the dynamics of  migrant networks, citizenship, and security in Sabah, this section presents two 
case studies that highlight the experiences of  specific migrant groups and the impact of  policy responses 
(Wan Shawaluddin, et.al, 2012).  The first case study focuses on Filipino migrants, while the second 
examines the situation of  Indonesian workers. These examples illuminate the challenges faced by these 
communities and the broader implications for citizenship and security in Sabah. 
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Case Study 1: Filipino Migrants in Sabah 

The Filipino migrant community in Sabah, particularly from the Sulu Archipelago, has a long-standing 
presence in the region, largely driven by conflicts and economic hardships in their home country. This 
community navigates a complex legal landscape characterized by issues of  statelessness and limited access 
to citizenship rights. 

Challenges to Citizenship: Many Filipino migrants in Sabah face significant barriers to attaining legal status, 
often living in precarious conditions. A substantial portion of  this population is undocumented, which 
severely limits their access to essential services such as healthcare and education. The situation is further 
exacerbated by bureaucratic obstacles and the social stigma associated with their undocumented status, 
which fosters a pervasive fear of  arrest and deportation. As highlighted by D. A. T. Soliman (2020), this 
environment of  uncertainty can lead to chronic stress and anxiety among migrants, impacting their overall 
well-being. 

Migrant Networks as Resilience Factors: Within this context, Filipino migrant networks play a critical role 
in fostering resilience. Community organizations provide vital resources, legal assistance, and advocacy for 
rights, helping individuals navigate the complexities of  citizenship processes. These networks facilitate 
social cohesion among migrants and serve as bridges to engage with local authorities, advocating for more 
inclusive policies. P. S. Quimpo (2019) emphasizes that such networks are instrumental in empowering 
migrants, enabling them to organize collectively and demand recognition of  their rights. 

Impact of  Security Policies: The Malaysian government's approach to managing undocumented 
migrants has often resulted in crackdowns, leading to widespread arrests and deportations. These security 
measures have instilled fear within the Filipino community, causing many to hesitate in reporting crimes or 
seeking assistance from authorities. This climate of  fear has significant implications for their safety and 
integration, perpetuating cycles of  vulnerability. M. M. A. R. Ali (2021) notes that such policies not only 
undermine the rights of  migrants but also compromise public safety, as migrants may be reluctant to 
cooperate with law enforcement. 

In summary, the case of  Filipino migrants in Sabah illustrates the intricate interplay between citizenship, 
security, and the role of  migrant networks. Their experiences highlight the urgent need for policy reforms 
that prioritize inclusivity and the protection of  migrant rights, fostering a more secure and equitable 
environment for all. 

Case Study 2: Indonesian Workers in Sabah 

The Indonesian migrant population in Sabah, primarily hailing from East Kalimantan and Sulawesi, faces 
significant challenges related to citizenship and security. Many Indonesian workers are employed in low-
skilled sectors such as agriculture and construction, where they make substantial contributions to the local 
economy. 

Barriers to Legal Status: Similar to their Filipino counterparts, many Indonesian migrants encounter 
significant hurdles in obtaining legal residency or citizenship. The absence of  clear pathways for 
regularization often leaves them in a state of  limbo, with limited rights and protections. Many workers arrive 
on temporary visas but struggle to extend their stay or transition to permanent status due to stringent 
immigration regulations. K. F. T. Rahman (2022) notes that these barriers contribute to a cycle of  
exploitation, as undocumented workers are more vulnerable to abuse and labour violations. 

Role of  Networks: Indonesian migrant networks play a crucial role in providing mutual support and 
information. These networks help newcomers navigate their new environment by assisting with job 
placement, housing, and access to social services. Community organizations within these networks also 
work to empower migrants through initiatives such as language classes and legal workshops, which educate 
individuals about their rights and options. As emphasized by R. A. S. Sayadi (2020), these networks not only 
enhance individual resilience but also foster community solidarity among migrant workers. 
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Response to Security Concerns: The perception of  Indonesian workers as potential security threats has 
influenced government policies, leading to increased surveillance and enforcement actions. Such security 
measures can create an atmosphere of  distrust and fear, deterring migrants from engaging with local 
institutions or reporting abuses. This situation is further compounded by cultural stereotypes and 
misconceptions surrounding migrant workers, which can exacerbate their marginalization. H. J. H. Adnan 
(2021) highlights that these misconceptions often ignore the critical contributions migrants make to the 
economy and society at large. 

In summary, the experiences of  Indonesian workers in Sabah exemplify the complex interplay between 
migrant networks, citizenship, and security. Both Filipino and Indonesian migrants navigate considerable 
challenges related to legal status and societal perceptions, relying heavily on their networks for support and 
advocacy. However, the heightened focus on security and restrictive policies frequently undermines their 
efforts to integrate and secure their rights. This underscores the urgent need for more inclusive approaches 
that recognize the invaluable contributions of  migrants to Sabah’s social and economic fabric. As Sabah 
continues to evolve, understanding the lived experiences of  these communities will be crucial for shaping 
effective policies that balance security concerns with humanitarian needs. 

Future Directions and Policy Recommendations 

As Sabah grapples with the complexities of  migration, citizenship, and security, it is essential to consider 
future directions that promote inclusive policies and foster social cohesion. This section outlines several 
policy recommendations aimed at enhancing the integration of  migrant communities, addressing 
citizenship challenges, and balancing security with human rights considerations. 

Integration Policies 

1. Pathways to Legal Residency: The Malaysian government should establish clear and accessible 
pathways for undocumented migrants to regularize their status. This could involve creating 
temporary residency permits or work authorization programs that allow migrants to contribute 
legally to the economy while providing protections against exploitation. H. K. S. Tan (2021) 
suggests that regularization programs not only benefit migrants but also enhance the overall 
economy by integrating workers into formal sectors. 

2. Access to Basic Services: Ensuring that all residents, regardless of  their legal status, have access to 
essential services such as healthcare, education, and social welfare is crucial. Implementing policies 
that guarantee access to these services for migrants promotes their well-being and facilitates their 
full participation in society. S. M. A. Rahman (2020) emphasizes that access to healthcare can 
significantly improve community health outcomes, benefiting both migrants and local populations. 

3. Cultural Exchange Programs: Initiatives that promote cultural exchange between migrants and 
local communities can enhance social cohesion. Programs celebrating diversity and fostering 
mutual understanding can help combat stereotypes and xenophobia, creating a more inclusive 
environment for all residents. C. J. L. Sweeney (2019) highlights the effectiveness of  cultural 
programs in building empathy and breaking down barriers between communities. 

Balancing Security and Human Rights 

1. Human Rights-Based Approaches: Security policies should be grounded in human rights principles 
that recognize the dignity and rights of  all individuals, including migrants. The government should 
adopt policies that focus on addressing the root causes of  insecurity, such as poverty and lack of  
access to services, rather than solely targeting migrant populations. A. J. Z. Rahman (2022) argues 
that a holistic approach to security that includes social support can mitigate risks associated with 
migration. 
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2. Community Policing Initiatives: Implementing community policing strategies can help bridge the 
gap between migrants and law enforcement agencies. Training programs for police officers that 
emphasize cultural sensitivity and the importance of  building trust with migrant communities can 
improve relationships and enhance safety for all. M. T. F. Wong (2020) finds that community-
oriented policing can reduce crime rates while fostering cooperation between law enforcement and 
marginalized communities. 

3. Inclusive Dialogue Platforms: Establishing platforms for dialogue between government officials, 
civil society organizations, and migrant representatives can facilitate discussions on policy 
development and implementation. These platforms can provide valuable insights into the 
challenges faced by migrant communities, informing more effective and inclusive policies. E. S. H. 
Chia (2021) highlights the importance of  participatory governance in addressing the needs of  
diverse populations. 

Role of  Civil Society 

The government should recognize and support the role of  civil society organizations advocating for the 
rights of  migrants. Allocating funding and resources to these organizations empowers them to provide legal 
assistance, support services, and community education. N. L. K. Rani (2020) underscores that robust civil 
society engagement is crucial for promoting migrant rights and fostering social justice. Collaborative efforts 
between the government and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) can enhance the capacity to address 
migration issues effectively. Joint initiatives focusing on legal aid, vocational training, and integration 
programs can significantly improve prospects for migrants in Sabah. F. A. Ismail (2022) notes that 
partnerships between state and non-state actors can lead to innovative solutions for complex migration 
challenges. 

Addressing the intertwined issues of  migration, citizenship, and security in Sabah requires a multifaceted 
approach that prioritizes human rights, social cohesion, and inclusive policies. By implementing the 
recommended strategies, the Malaysian government can create an environment that recognizes the 
contributions of  migrant communities while ensuring their rights and protections. As Sabah continues to 
evolve as a diverse and multicultural society, fostering understanding and cooperation between migrants 
and local populations will be essential for building a more inclusive future for all. 

Conclusion 

Without doubt, the dynamics of  migrant networks in Sabah play a critical role in shaping the region's socio-
economic landscape, as well as its narratives surrounding citizenship and security. This article has 
demonstrated how these networks not only assist migrants in navigating complex legal frameworks and 
social challenges but also influence local perceptions and government policies related to security and 
citizenship. Through the examination of  the experiences of  Filipino and Indonesian migrants, it becomes 
evident that while these communities significantly enrich Sabah’s economy and cultural diversity, they often 
encounter substantial barriers to legal recognition and societal acceptance. 

The interplay between migrant networks and citizenship rights underscores the necessity for a more 
nuanced approach to migration policies that acknowledges the realities faced by undocumented migrants 
and actively seeks to integrate them into society rather than marginalize them. As security concerns continue 
to shape governmental responses, it is crucial to establish a balance that protects national interests while 
upholding human rights and fostering social cohesion. 

Future directions must prioritize inclusive policies that create clear pathways to legal residency, ensure access 
to basic services, and promote community engagement. By recognizing the invaluable contributions of  
migrants and addressing the challenges they face, Sabah can progress toward a more integrated and 
harmonious society. 
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Ultimately, the experiences of  migrant communities in Sabah offer important lessons for other regions 
grappling with similar issues. As globalization continues to reshape migration patterns, understanding and 
addressing the complexities of  citizenship and security within the context of  migrant networks will be 
essential for creating equitable and just societies. Through collective efforts and a steadfast commitment to 
inclusivity, Sabah has the opportunity to emerge as a model for navigating the challenges and opportunities 
presented by migration in the modern world. 
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